War in the Switzerland of Asia: Swat Valley K&k The Serving Soldier
Page 1 of 35

Ref : Swat Report 1915 00001 51417 King's College London



ING'S

War in the Switzerland of Asia: Swat Valley K& The Serving Soldier
Page 2 of 35

+°~ - Confidential.

D.0. No: 600 C. ' CHIEF COMMISSIONER'S CAMP.

N.W.FRONTIER PROVINCE.

16th July 1910.

%&MW

The Viceroy writes "I have been watching anxiously the news
Jrom Chakdara and it has been a source of great satisfaction and
pleasure to me to see how the movement of the Swatis, which presented
such a serious danger, has been checked by the magnificent forced
marches of the moveable column from Nowshera. It reflects the
greatest credit on all concerned and I am rea]ly very grateful for
the effort that wes made.” I think that you would like to know
this and there is no objection to your communiccting it to the troops
concerned if you feel inclined to It really waes a splendid perfor-

Mhe wM/But Jor the rapidity of the movement
I think that it is beyond doubt that the Upper Swat Lashkar would
have come down with a rush, burnt the Nawab of Dir's post close to
Chakdara Fort and, as we should have been forced to intervene, would
have attacked Chakdara. The arrival of the Column was @ “check to
the "Hing? (of Swat) and the dangerous moment pasfz{giving the
tribesmen time jor reflection. The danger at Chakdara was not alone
as we have since ascertained that on the attack on Chakdara a
simultaneous movement was to have been made against the Nawab of
Dir from Bajaur Jandole and the Swat Kohistan, the result would
almost certaznly haue been his defeat and complete chaos wauld have
rezgned in the country between Chaekdara cmd C'hztral

Some reparts about Buner are rather alarming but I an inclined
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‘p;rSanally to think that they are exaggerated.- I wired to Lealy

to send you a copy of my telegram of yesterday to Government, I
could not repeat it to you as you have not the Foreign Office
Cypher and Reilly was so full up with cypher telegrams that I had
no one to put it into the Military Cypher. There is not much danger
in Buner itself as the Bunerwals are so hadly armed but Pachae, near
which is the Pir Baba Ziarat, is so close to Upper Swat that if the
Hajji Sahib were,intentionally or unintentionally,to light a fire
there it might, and probably would, spread into Upper Swat. For
myself I think that nothing serious will happen before the 'Id’
but the two or three weeks after the 'Id' will be the crucial time
and if we can tide over that I think that we shall be all right for
this summer as the'Kaddas' will then begin to come down and the
tribes will thus give us many hostages.

./me.u.‘/g/

Yajor-General F. Campbell, C-B., D.S.0.,
Commanding l1st (Peshawar) Division,

Peshawar.
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(2)

There were no less than eight separate rushes made on
this sangar during the night, some of the enemy reaching
within 10 ﬁmes of the wall. One standaxrd bearer was
shot down about this distance and in spite of all attempts
by the enemy to recover the lost standard it was captured
by the cccupants of the sangar, - when the enemy retired
in the moyning. This sangar was occupled by Punjabi
lkohommedans, many of whom, &8 is necessarily the case in
this regiment, were very young soldiers.

the sangar ocoupied by Subadar Budhiul Zaman

Oraf Zais
and garrisoned by Zodia kel ifrfdis was also heavily

sttacked and boldly defended.

uring the night the main camp at laibatgram
was twice fired into by snipers but no harm was done.

At 3 a.m, I became anxious concerning the expen=
diture of ammunition in the sangars. The men had their
100 rounds on person snd 100 rounds on the Section Reserve
with them but owing to the heavy firing which had contine
ued since 10~3C p.a. I feared that the garrisons might
be running short.

I accoxdingly oxdered Lieut-Colonel Money with
three companies of the 2/1st Gurkhe Rifles and TLieute
Colonel R, Anderson with four companies, &2nd Punjabis
to start at 5 a.,m., each man carrying 300 rounds to pro-
ceed to the support of the picgquets which they did. I am
glad, however, to report that none of the piequets ran
short of ammunition and had plenty in hand when the attack
broke off in the early morning,

Shortly after § a.m. lamp communication was
again restored and satinfactory reports received from the
outpost line that all attacks had been heaten off. with
11 casualties, only one sewere.

At 7-15 a.m. 29th August the following troops
moved out of camp after leaving sufficient troops for its |

defence:=
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(3)
defence:-
guides Cavalry.
90th Battery, R.F.A.
25th Mountain Battery, I.M.A.
2 Companies, Durham Light Infantyy.
2 Companies, 46th Punjabis,
2 gompanies, 94th Infantry.

ghortly after 8 a.m, the 206th Uounimin Battery
came inte action near the v11}a¢e of URLAGAQ and the 90th
Battery, H,¥.A. near the village of JALLALA the Cavalry
and Infantry being concealed beh;nd spurs of the hills
in the lmmediate vicinity.

Action wes férst taken against the fort of KaK
which is situated on the right bank of the Swat River
and commands the road from camp up to the valley at a
distance of some 300 yards.

The 25th Mountain Battery began with Common
Shell at a range of 900 y:rdl. The walls of the fort
were sufficiently strong at the base and for eight feet
up, to resist the imoact, but the upper slorey was soon
plerced and fires wers observed to start within the fort.

The target of the 90th Battery, R.F.A, was the
tribal gatherings with standards in the villages at the
mouth of the SHAMOZAI valley on the right bank of the
river. These tribesmen obviously considered themselves
out of range as their standards were openly dilplnyod
and groups of men were secated among the trees and houses.
These gatheringe were gquiekly broken up, the enemy re-
treating up the SHAMOZAI valley or along the Swat River.

1 now ordered to the Hountain Battery to take
up a position higher up and overlooking the fort, from
whioh they could fire directly into the interior. The
garrison could now be seen esceping and ¥ making their
way under cover of water channels and gullies.

¥axim Gun and rifle fire together with ococasione
al shrapnel hurried thgir movements and many of them were
seen to fall,

In the meantime the Cavalry had found a ford

lower down and had crossed over,
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broken off.

(4) _
A very pretty bit of work was carried out by
Kajor Blois-Johnson and the cnﬁh'y Patrol who advanced
taking advantage of the ground and emtered the fort after
¥illing four of the enemy who opposed them; they completed
the firing of the fort and returned without any casualties
The enemy having retreated the nction was now.

I inereased the garrison of LANDAKAI Spur to 1
Battalion 2/1s8t Gurkha Rifles and four Companies 82nd
Punjabis, and had the sangars strengthened and repaired
by working parties of Ho.6 Company Sappers and Miners,
and the 94th Infautry.l

About midday a reconnoitring party of the 82nd
Punjabis vhich hed proceeded in the dirvection of HORASAR

‘reported the emeny in front of them and a‘muhlo Company

2/18t Ourkha nifles was sent and drove them off.

Wo sign of th enemy could beseen on the left
bank of the Swet and it was reported they had fled to
their homes.

About midday the Pield Battery, Guidee Cavalry,
urhenm Light Infantry and 46th Punjabie returned to Camp,

The Mountain Battery remained on the Spur a
fired a few ghell to drive off a few tribesmen in the
upper hills.

At 4 p.m, the Mountain Dattery, Saoppews and
Hiners and 94th Infantry returned to Camp.

The return of casualties and sketoh of picquet
positions and expenditure of ammunition is attached.

I wish to bring the names of the following offi-
cers sand men forward for mention for good work done:-
Subader Major Habibullah Khan, 46th Punjabis, commanded
Ho.{ picquet in the line of outposts. ;

A lavge portion of the 62 men in the picquet were ‘
young soldiers of less than 1 years service, but under thm
leadership of the Subadar Major, behaved admirably, mﬁ?‘

fire was kept well under control. The enemy left se~
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War in the Switzerland of Asia: ;
sia: Swat S i i
War in the Valley K& The Serving Soldier

; g '
300 Infantry in hand and that had an advance been made into

the pass it would have been necessary to picquet both sides |
of the valley, vhieh looked as if it might be a long and
possibly a costly bu-inni) gnd that I was some 6} miles from
j emp and that probably the retirement to Camp would be followed
up, I ceme to the conclusion that the time had arrived to

commence the withdrawal. s
. However, before moving back I ordered both htnrin
. M g (4) to open repid fire at the enemy in the pass. This they did snd
i the enemy's losses at this point are believed to have been
) heavy.
i ' he retirement of the Column begen at 12 nmoon in the

1k following order. The batteries were sent back to take up

5 suitable covering positions 2,000 yards in rear, and at the

P4 gsame time the _mrhu Light Indantry piodun was éusauy withe-

‘ drawa and had o:‘:}'-rs to watch the nullah on the South of the

W g(@ valley, up which at one period of the advance the enemy had
shown signs of coming forward. : 3

TEs The 94th Infantry held a position about 500 yards 8,RE.

of KUZ CHIKHO and the remainder of the mrh-n Light Infantry

t%

retired through the S4th tnfantry teking up snother covering
position 800 yards mmr back aan:ln.
~ As soon as the Durham Light Infantry had got well
away, the Cavalry withdrew from their position in CHIKHO
L 47 3(5) wiidam, taly axienk hates to watch the right flank of the
F retizement and to be in such s position that they could take

B s

in flank any enemy who might attempt to work down the nullsha
on the South side of the Valley.

‘ P The 46th Punjabls picquets were wi thdrawm at 12-50 p.1
i W . /é) angl "2&“. were sent to the 862nd Punjabis to move back along
i the ridge, holding the last two peaks until the Column had

turned the corner and was well clear.
The retirement was carried out successfully, the enem
making no ettepmt to follow up.

The Column reached Camp at 4-0 p.m.

B. It hes now tmlpirod that during their retreat
B through TALASH the people of that valley ceme down and teok

many rifles and much ammunition fwom the tired and retreating

D e il
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