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REORGANISATION ON THE BATTLEFIELD,
adwndi 15114 |

A
1. Continuity of Action.
Continuity of action on the battlefield depends on l

(a) The initial distribution of fighting units and reserves.

2 (b) The reorganisation of fighting units during the )
o battle to replace reserves,

2, The Initial Distribution, i

S —

The initial distribution will depend on
(2) The objective. I

."i (b) The frontage of the objective,
| (¢) The depth of the objective. : |
(d) The number of 1lines of resistance within this depth. |
Frontages and Echelons, . ‘
, : The frontage allotted to the Tank attack must be such
: that sufficient depth of units may be obtained to overcome ‘

3.

; _i the successive lines of resistance by a continuous forward .
; movement. This means that the mumber of Echelons used will not l
: only depend on the number of lines of resistance but on the
time required for the successive Echelons to refit and re-enter
the battle, Thus, 1f four echelons A.B.C.D, are employed, and
A goes into the initial at.t.aﬁok. by the time D. goes into
battle A should have been withdrawn and again ready in every 4
" respect to take D's place as the 4th Echelon. ; f
F 4 Reorganisation, |
The reorganisation of fighting units depends on :-
(2) The initial tactiecal distribution,
(b) Human endurance, E
(e) Supply of pex-nonnof and material,
The whole of the above factors resolve themselves into |
3 | the saving of time, and according ms time 1s saved so will the
number of echelons be reduced and the frontagé and consequently M
the fighting power of the Tanks increased.

/5. The i

',:' 1
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5. The Initial Tactical Distribution.
The underlying principle of all tactical distributions
is "To obtain a maximum fighting power with a minimum loss of
organisation".

ihere are two main tectical formations

-
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(a) column,
(k) Line. }

The first is ossentially a formatiom of movement for it
enables the maximum number of men or units to get over the ;
maximum depth of ground in the shortest time,

The second is essentlally a fighting formation for it
enables the maximum number of men or units to fight on the
maximum frontage in the shortest time,

The first is used tactically in order to bulld up a i
strong attack, the second is the attack formation proper.

Every attack is limited by human endurance and the ‘|
registance offered to it, consequently whatever the objective ' {
may be, it must be split up into a series of stages. BEach of 3
these stages being limited by the utmost effort of a definite
body of men consequently requires a fresh body of troops. To ;'1
pour fresh troops into decimated units is o organise dhordot l
to pour used up troops into fresh ones is the act of a fool. l’

The distribution of !;.nks to objectives varies from tk
of infentry in thet the endurance of the crews is more cons : i
on account of the greater power the Tank possesses in over- i
coming the enemy's resistance, consequently, whennormal ‘ if
conditions prevail, the use of Tanks indepth against any one 7 i
object is not only ummecessary but wrong. By normal conditic
is understood that the ground 1s traversable and thati the
enemy's guns are under control. When these normal conditions :
do not exists it will be necessary either to multiply the ;
number of attacking Tanks or to reinforce them by means of a

local reserve. The choice of these two meens is govermed by
the number of approaches, If numerous, then multiply the '-!
/attackers;

—— — —— . =
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attackers; if few, then hold back a local rese®ve, In both |

cases the same unit should supply the additional Tenks, for all ||
these Tanks are to be directed on one objective,

Taking now the normal case, and bearing in mind that
3 the co&m is the tactical unit, the question arises should the
" sections of this company be distributed in width to attack one |
. Objective or in depth to attack two or more, In principle the
former is the correct method, because a maximum fighting power |
with a minimm loss of organisation will result; because

(a) Bach unit will have but one main objective, consequently |
its Commander and staff have but one thing to think about.

(b) Eech unit will be operating for a minimum time consequent—
ly the least loss of human endurance will talke place, ‘
and more time will be gained to recuperate in, i

(e¢) Disorganisation will be locaiived and casuslties will 1
:oour on or within a fixed circumference and not without
L. :

() The Salvage of Tanks will be facili-tated on account of '

ST M

k the protection afforded by the following waves passing

L

(e¢) ultiplicity of leaders 1s reduced consequently the
higher Commanders will have less to think about.

w (f) Liaison work with flanking units is reduced on account

o of the minimum number of units being employed on any
g one objective.

- e——n

(g) Supply is facilitated on account of the reduction in
depth of the advance, and so is Wireless signalling.

1 (h) Reassembly of Tanks is simplified by an inward concen- @i |
" tration behind the centre of the objective, 2 '

(1) If the initial attack fails, the minimm mmber of i

‘uniis are shattered consequently lMoral and Organisation e 8
suffer less, o I
H

This system undoubtedly saves time, facilitetes reorgan- !
isation and economizes @ndurance human and mechanical without i
detriment to fighting power, Principles, however, are governed |

by conditions and if the conditions are unfavourable it mey

Sometimes be necessary to resort to a columm formation. The
chief condition to consider is the formation of the attacking
infantry's which, on account of the obsession of rifle tactics
Springing from the South Africen war, is more often than not

8 faulty one. If individual infantry units ave formed in

/depth VA y
- ' s, e i —— e .
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depth with & view to building up & strong firing line of
riflemen (cul bono) it may be necessary to form Tanks in

depth also, In principle this should, however, be guarded
agalnst. ;

Given an objective limited or unlimited the first thing to
do i8 to split it up into Zones of attack the depth of each -
Zone being such that the maximum fighting power can be obtained
from a certain number of units before rest is required.

The second, to allot Echelons of Tanks to each Zone,
cutting down the frontage so that sufficient depth may be ;
obtained to render continuity of sction possible,

The third, to divide each Zone into a series of
subsidiary lines of hostile resistance.

The fourth, to allot each Echelon Waves of Tanks in
accordance with these lines of resistance.

If local reserves are necessary they must be drawn from
the attacking units themselves so that various units do not
get intermingled, Exhausted troops hurriedly reassembled are
of no use for this purpose.

Human Endurance. :

The greater the loss of human endurance the longer will 7‘
it take for a unit to recuperate and reorganise for further
action, If single objectives are sllotted to a company and
not more than two to the 3 Companies of a Battalion, the time
at present taken to withdraw these and to rest and refit them
may be teken at approximately the following :-

Single orews. 24 to 36 hours from Rellying.
Companies 48 %o 18 ™ " »
Battalions. 6 to 7 days ” »

This being so 1f only 2 Echelons are employed each
Echelon rust be prepared to fight for between 5 and 7 days at
8 time, This factor demands the most careful adjustment ef
of frontages to units so that sufficient staying power through
depth may be gained. The more rapid the reorganisation the

less depth will be required and the shorter will be the

P
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Periods of aectual battle. If, however, 3 Echelons are employed,
the maximm period they need be in battle will on the above
figures be 2} days.

7 The loas of endurance in the man himself is the product
of 3 main causes

5,

(2) Insufficient rest before an engagement.,
(b) The wearing effect of the engagement itself,
(e) The loss of rest due to disorganisation after engagement .
The second may be put down at about 8 hours continuous
8dvancing and fighting. If this period is not exceeded and the
Wan goes into battle fresh, 24 hours rest should be sufficlent

for Lim and a further 12 or 24 hours to re-equip and to rest
after re-equipment,

m of Personnel and liaterial.

To reorganise it is not only sufficient to rest but to
Malke good the losses and expenditure caused by action. It,

g

Yherefore, is necessary to prepare a careful system of re~fitment

before an action begins, for this reorganisation is as important
28 the action itself as continuity depends on it. It is not

Sufficient to establish forward dumps of supplies only, but
forward Tankodromes as well where re-inforeing, Tanks may be
8sgembled, The whole question hinges on dessnd and supply in a
&lven time and no Battalion or Brigade Conmander will be in &

' - Position to meet the demend unless accuracy of requirement reaches
~ hin in ag short & pericd as possible after the Pighting Taris
: m sation on the Battlefield.

The following skeleton of Battle organisation and reorgan-
sation 15 suggested as a working basis:
(a) wo -m“fﬂ."o work outside one Zome of Attack.
(b) No single Company to be employed on two objectives.,
(c) Section to be kept intact.
(d) =Bach Seotion to have a Rallying Point.,

() Each Company to have a Refilling Point.
/()

i’
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(f) Each Battalion to have an Advanced Tankodrome,

(g) Bach Brigade to have a Reailhead, Tenkodrome, Workshops
and Salvage Company.

The main duty of the Sectlon Commander is to collect all
data, between the time his Tanks leave the Starting Point ‘
until they reassemble at the Refilling Point, which will

~ enable the Compaay Commander to resupply snd refit his Tanks
: in the shorteat possible time,

The main duty of the Hompany Commander once his Tanks
have reassembled at the Refllling Point is to get his Gompany
into fighting condition in the shortest time possible compat- |
ible with resting his men,

The Battelion Commanders duty is to make good defieie
in pergonnel and materihl and to keep the forwerd dumps suppli

The Brigede Commenders duty is to keep the Advenced
Tankodromes supplied with reinforcements, men and Tanks and t
.lalve oamities with the utmost rapidity.

The following is the procedure suggested :-

The Soctions go into actlon; they are followed by
Section gmogu who m-ot.. their Tanks returning from action
at the-Refiliinme Points., Hepe they collect reorganisation
data,

Meanwhile the Company Commanders have pushed forward to
the Refilling Point which is selected for safety, supply and
rest. They are accompanied by theilr Signal and 2 Supply
Tanks, At the Refilling Point they -

{a) . Prepare bivouacs and dinners for the fighting troops.
(b) o0ffload supplies and release the supply Tanks,
(e¢) Get into Wireless tommtmivation with their Battln. H.Q.

As the sections reassemble the orews are at once given
their dinners and sent to rest - they should be allowed 10 to

/12
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12 hours sleep.,
The Compony Commender then ascertains what doncimo:lu

Bave resulted through action, and demends by wireless from

bis Battalion H,Q. what he vequires to bring his Company up to

fighting strength., Later he forwards Salvage requirements.
- On receipt of the Company Commsnder's demand the
Battalion Commander despetches reinforcements from the
~ MAdvancea Tenkodromes notifying the Brigade of his action so that
- "o Brigade can through Headquarters obtain further reinforcements
~ for the pdvonced Tankodrome from the Mein Tenkodrome or from

- the Depot and Central Workshops.

The vwhole of the above action should become a drill
Poutine, and, in spite of the accidents of battle, the nearer it
#Pproaches such the more will time be saved, the speedier will
' \! the reorganisation and the higher will be the fighting
3 M of the units employed,
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OBJECTIVE.

G

Line of Resistance 2,

i F

Line of Resistence 1.

Wave 1.
Wave 2,

Wave 3.

&
Wave 1.°
Wave 2.

Wave 3,

agC e No,2 Echelon has reached the line L.M, No.1 Echelon should
to commence an attack on Zone 3. As No.1 Echelon will require
days to refit, in contimuous fighting, the depth of Zone 2
thfasent 2 5 to 7 days operation and so must Zone 3 and so on
- 1€ objective C is gained,
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s /20 ~20° )
L3, !

?'-s't'. Brigade, I
E" Battalion, il

2nd Brigade,

drd Brigade, }

G.S.0.2 Training, )

.S.0.3,

lol N |

Ve
'Q' Advanced, il

b Controller of Workshoeps, i
A Assistant Controller of iorkshops, i
0.C., No.l Salvage Coy. |
0.C., No.2 Salvage Coy. il
e |
P HeGe, 5.G.116 of 30/5/17 is cancelled and M
alta el ;
the attached substituted. Appendix A is appended |
i to 1llustrate a possible systom. i ”
"G ; ".
Lieut.Colonel. ‘
General Staff. i
T R M O e g e o L S S e T = 1
1 Heavy Branch, 1
.20' i 1.70 .1
i
'5
y |
. ‘
4 | "!
I
|
i
!
_r’ \qt

N |
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RECOVERY of TANES DAL:uGED in ACTION,

-
%0m, |
ma. The object of all Unditching and Salvage oporatiops is to keep the
Hfimum nurmber of Tanks in action with the minimum disorgenization of tb

Hting crews,

I

|
1 s, |
\ -h“~1h0 means disposable are :

(8) The fighting Crews, A
(b) Reserve Crews (to relicve fighting crews of protective duties, "
(¢)  salvage Compsniss, :

s (d) ‘“orkshop's Personnel, s
() Tunnellers,

(£) Unskillea labour,

(3) e
IeTpLy: ,
The principles to work by are :

l (2) No Tank will bo abendoned., The Tank Commender is rosponsible |
for the safety of his Tan until he has been rolieved of thils |
responﬂiﬂlitﬁpy his Section or Company Commander,

r {b) & ditched Tenk will not be considercd as a Tanlk out of action,

{e) Reorganization is not to be delayed by employing exhaustod
| Flghting Crows on unditching operations,

l
(d) Work will first be concentrated on Tanks which can be most I
specdily unditched or brought into action,

(8)  fThe Company Commander is rosponsible for the safety of his H
Tenks as long as thoy arc borne on his charge. '

(£) Salvage Companies as long as they are attached to Erigades,
will be considered as integral parts of them, and in ordor to f
carry out their work repidly and with method they must be in-
formed what the Tank Operations are and what they may demand,

(8) Salvage will be carricd out by organized squads of mon @
working in definite arecs,

3 !
(h) Taoch Brigade will be rcsponsible for Salvege of all Tanks J
in its arca of operations. -

(1) salvags Squads will not Bo seént forwards until information
has been received as to whet Tanks are ditched cte. and their
Whereabouts,

fg) :
\ D o ‘
ISTRIBUTION and ORGANIZATION of S:ALVAGE GOEFLNING, -i

E351‘1’9.3;6 Companics will bo distributed as follows :=-

No. 1, Company to the 2nd Erigade,
Ong . No, 2, (less onc Scotion) to the 3rd Prigade. |

teetn,ro, 2, Commany to tho lst Frigede,

\,_: “ g A : . \q‘\
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& (2) |
Tunnellers will be attached to Salvage Companies as foluﬂui'

No,1, Salvage Company, 60 Tunnellers from those allott
to 2nd Brigade,

¥o,2, Salvage Company (less 1 section), 60 Tunnellors
from those allotted to 3rd Brigade,

One Scetion No, 2. Company, 40 Tunnellers from thos®
allotted to lst Brigade,

Salvag Companies will be organized for operations so as po:
of rapid salving of Tanks with maintenance of the enduranqﬁiotgq
Salvage personnel which will require to be reassembled and res
stated times,

Salvege sections will be organized in two or more Salvegl &
(preferably 3 so that when occasion arises for a Section to P
to a Tank Battallon, one squad may work with each Tank Comp
will be attachod a numbor of Tunnellers,

When possible each squad will be placed undor a competentl_
who undorstands Salvage, (4 Suggested Organization is given if %
4,) The length of time the Tunnellers should remain attach®
Salvage Companies must be left to the decision of the Briged? o
On @ccasion, if much carrying work is likely, it may he necesﬁﬂ&
gupplement the Tunnellers allotted to Salvage Companics by uns
abour, ol
When considered necessary a small workshop's detachment g i
attached to each Company to work in connection with the 5alved i

DUTIZS,
Fighting Crews,

{a) If circumstances rcnder the work possible Crews will 5;fy
set to work to unditch & ditched Tank or bring a disabl® 3
action again, a sentry having first been posted to wa toh
direction of the enemy,

(b) If in the opinion of the Tank Commander this work is ”ﬂ@:
and that it is unnecessary for the whole of the crew th;f
the Tank, a scntry and his relief will be posted over or ot
vicinity of the Tank and the remainder of the Crew withdr Ty

A message being sent forthwith to the Section Commander &

number of the Tank, map location and extent of damage.

R

Regerve Crews,

Normally Reserve Crews will be employed in relieving t?gf
Crews of protective duties on the completion of a apecifryﬁ
tion, This will enable the Fighting Crews to assemble, |
organize,

Yorkshop's Personnel,

(a) The duty of the Battalion Torkshops is to maintain the g
‘number of Tanks *n fighting condition bywork in the work®

(b) The duty of the Corpany Workshop Detachments to see 1%
Company's Tenks over wsn own front line and to carry oul o
mechanical repairs in the field, They should never be =
on unditching operations,
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(3)

(8) The duty of tno Salvage Company is to rclieve the
Battalions of work which would prevent them fighting the
QSX%mg? number of Tanks, This duty will be subdivided

0lloW8 iw

(1) D%ring an action to assist crews to unditch theirp
arl:s,

(11) Aftor the action to bring back to railhead Tanks
which are so disabled that the Battalion ork-
shops are unable to make them rcady for action
again in useful time,

(111) To recover material from Tanks which are total
wrecks,

(v) The 0,C, Salvage Company will render a weckly statement
Up to and including Saturday, showing the result of sale
vage operations during the week, This return will reach
Advanced H,Q, Heavy Branch each lMonday,

8p ;
1 SLLVAGE MEASURES,

tmck'l‘anks Which are handod over to the Salvage Company will
i off the strength of the Battalion concerned, the 0,C,
My, 7. Company being advised by wire, and the wire repeated to
attnli"uﬂaavy Branch, Such wires must state = lfanmufacturer's and
( °n’s Numbers, dotail of injury and oxact map location of Tank,
b
) No receipts will be given by Salvage Units for dereclict

8
°Wuaiiy1n3 in the BRattls area, or for the¢ equipment which they

“‘.lntheig gg;egflvage Companies will safeguard themas fanas it lics

hkeh 5 All selvod Tanks received by the Central Workshops will be
Rae cthcir strength and will bc shown as received from the
tatg en ompanies on thc "position of Tanks at Central “orkshops"
Pheay - S0t to H,, Heavy Branch daily, They will continue to
gy, roc. Wiis statement day by day together with remerks as to
Peir until transferred to some other category,

(q '
Yy %Q In all ceses where Tanks are doalt with by & Salvage oy,
hh& org books will be sent by the Battallon which has struck the
Yoy then, 1ts charge direct to the Contral “orkshops, which will ise
to the Battalion taking over the Tanks aftér repair

&P Q°mpa£f the Tank 1s ditehed but otherwise mechanically sound,

] “mWVedy Comdr, will issue instructions as to what equipment will

Iy “ewyg o BOnerally this will consist of:e

k§t°°ls uns, Lewis Gun spare parts, Clock, compass end Periscopes,
18] or Tank parts which are essential to tho salving of the Tanl:

aken away,
“m(r) he
ha§°d°83~ n & Tank has been handcd over to a Salvage Company end

t Ckog ot permit of immediste Salvage taking placc, the Tank will
S look, Up and camouflaged, and a noticc beering @.F,0,2294 hung on

9 C hulken,.
_",,—f"

Lieut,Colonel,
General Staff,

Kot
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b APPENDIX A,

Lxample of Organization of a Salvage Company
during an Attack,

————

ly
b IA-B- is a Corps Frontage divided into two Divisional front-
iy I end I B, Two divisions of this Corps will attack the
Erline With ono Infantry Brigade each and the Red line with

may op DUFY Erigede each, The two remaining Infantry Erigades

T may not be used to exploit any success gained,
Worly One Tank Brigadc is allotted to tha Corps, One Battalion

Ng ¥ith each Division and onc Company with each Brigade,
Salvage is organized as follows ‘=

(a
)"1?°fine the Tank Brigades area of operations & B C D, this
1 be the area of balvage work,

(b
) Divige this arca into two Tenk Battalion arcas A I J D and

‘; BITo,

(e
)(iDivide each Battalion area into Company areas E, F, G. & H,
R this case Reserve Companies are not being considered),

(d)re?1V1de the four Salvage Scetions of the Company into two
i lef of two Sections each, Allot one Seeticn to each Battn,
8d two, in reserve, to the Brigade,
(e
)s Divide each Battalion Section into 3 squads and allot one
3uad to each of Nos, 1, 2, 4 & 5 Companies, the remaining
9 squads may either be allotted to Nos, 3 & 6 Comnenies or

Beld in losal reserve under the Salvage Section Comdr, at
attalion Bt

(¢
)F 4llot Salvage working arcas to Scuads.B to No, 1, G to No.2,
to No, 4 and H to No.5,

(2)

P Yo, o The attack is launthed, Directly the Company Comdr, of
he wilgmpany receives information of Tank Casualtics in E area

(on by notify the Commander of No, 1 Salvage Squad so that work
1L organized system) may be started,

Tary; s Later on No, 2 Company does the same with roference to
asualtics in G, area,

w1y b <Ny Tanks of No, 2 Company becoming casualtics in E arca

on) ¢ dealt with by No,1 Salvage Scuad and Not by No, 2, but

&qtgoﬂfter Ho, 1 Company's easily salvable Tanks are got into

be D&n' Th¢ extra work then thrown on No,l Salvage Squad will

Wiy E;iallv componsated for by the extra distance No, 2 Squad
Ve to work from its base,

18 4 If in the opinion of the Left Battalion Commander there
Qrdaro much work for No,l, Squad to carry out in ¥ area, he will
Bo, 5 ¢i8 3alvage Section Comdr. to reinforce No,l Section by
ﬁqcti ¢etion, If this is not desirable he will direct Fo, 2
cn O3 to work in I area directly No,2 Section haspleared G
of 1light casualties,

g -hen Wos, 1,2 & 3 Squads require rest the 0,0, Salvage

Or

by Pzny %11l advise the Tank Brigade Commander to reclieve them

of Segt:r the Sections in reserve, thus lceping up a roulement
ons,

Jit

i
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(3)

- “.‘ -'|$'Lf ’

(2)

If a lenpgthy pause tekes place on the Red line and all
Sasily salvable Tanks have been salved, the entire salvage
dperations in the arca A B C D will be handed over to the 0,C.
“81vage Compeny to recover the soricus casualtics, a proportion
of his Tunnellers being probably withdrawn,

Throughout the attacl and the period immediately

to the Tanik Brigade and his Scction Comdr. as Superviser of the
S8lvage work to be carried ocut in ‘he Battalion areas, after

o

-

this period the 0,C, Salvage Company will takec executive Command

of the entire Salvage opcrations within the Brigade area until
he next advance takes place

I.
‘|
following i% the 0,C, Salvage Company will act as Salvage adviser ’

The rapidj4y with which Tanks can be unditched and
again brought into action and tho fighting crews roleased from
unditching and protective duties will chiefly depend on the
S8lerivy with which Secticn Commenders w!ll bo able to rcport

ghﬂ pPos’tion and condition of their Tanks to Compeny H.Q.
Uring and at the end of each specification. If thess reports
gre inaccurate not only will reorganization be delayed butithe
“alvage gangs exhausted by purposeloss walking,
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=] Brigade H,G,

o Salvage Compan o8 '
= oo e . o B |
rr-zi3 < Reserve Soction Salvage Company,

|
il
i
lI
1=
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; I R )l;g i
s E::E:: o Sﬁgigii | SECRET 8.0, 148,78
v K., 3rg Brigade,

Rt amce e ---

at Pleage arrange for all crews to receive instruction in the
tachment., detachment and use of the new unditching gear.
The fixing of ihe gear will be reduced to a drill.
ﬁ‘ The fallowing points will receive attenticn i~

(1) The b
gear, but special long nuts are provided to facilitate
tightening. 3
(2) '

The beam rests at the rear end o Tauk #n sueh a position that
it WAy be nttached with vhe maxiinum of safely.

The special long nuts shou-a te
elip, outside nutes should Le tighte

i
eam 1s attached wlth the same ¢lips as the torpedo
“ﬂdltching ‘

bidced al che inside of the
red befure going into action.
(3) One man 1s sufficlent to make the UECOES I

more than two shouid be employed; they suould moks thei> sxit
b rough the rear door and stand on top of, or immediaieiy

Q €hind the petrol tank.

(4)

connections, not ‘f
|
|

Aften Placing the clips in position,

the special loug nuts 5
Sheuld be ¢t il S

|
t ightened up, then slacken the Lwo nuis which secure il
he y ¢lips and remove the clips. when the tank is lying at any !
considerable angle, care should be taken to see that the beam |
088 not pe1l backwards. o
(8) The differential muet always be leacked before attempting to A
¢ the unditching gear.
(B)th The unditehing gear has been designed eo that, 1f necessary,
t € Tank san travel continuously with 1t an, but during this z
aime 8Winging should be avoidsd and under no circumsiances must
Tank pe Swung more than 20 degrees, Swinging in excass of
18 amount will result in breakags of the chalns or clins. : |

(7
)s Always endeavour tc keep the baulk as nearly as possible
Qars wigh the Tank, if o

efr ut of square seme improvement can be f
ch:;ted by throwing one track in neutral and driving on the [

(8
]undrhe baulk is cut at an angle; angular face must J
= t of the Tank, this will “

i

r

always lie i |
i rneath, eje~bolt towards the fron

514 undue stresses beilng imposed upon the chains and clips,

(9)

ctwhen & Tank is very badly ditched, that is tc say, when the ]
om of the female Sponsons or the middle of male sponsons 1is i
sh 8vel with the Areuad, eacth 1a front of tracks and belly !
oould, When possiole, ve clsarsd away at an gle of approximatel:
th desrees, otherwidse the pall will pe taken on the besm before l
ree Welght of the Tank 123 been tmposed upon 1it, and this may |
: SWlt in the breakage of the chains sr clips, '
1)

g "0h Tenk will Pe provided with one complete spare chain
4 clips,

(1 |

. ir Supply Tanks will have baulks but ne rails. Signal Tanks f
Possikle will be supplied with baulks,

Wautr |

vy Lieut.Colonel.
20, Braggh, . General Shaff.

King's College London
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE RAPID USE OF THD NEW
UNDITCHING GIEAR WHAN UNDIR FIRE

iy

.- -

ME =
THOD OF CiRRYING,

The unditching beam is oarr.ed acros

8 the box on top
°f the Tan.

and held in place by triengles, fThe chains are

Passed over the 8per and the clipsstowed in the portion of

the box 1y rear of the beam,

20 PIX ML viDrronrie s ’

On the Tank becoming “ditched" the Tanic Commander will

8% once give the order to fix unditching gear,

On receipt of
the order 1o,

1 Driver will at once lock the differential,
"hich wil) pe kept locked until

off 8g8in, Nos, 2 and 3 drivers will put their gears in, 1

the unditching gear is talen

Bignalling to lst driver that this has bee

n done, and get out
8% the bagie

door, Mo, 2 leading, No, 2 will tale the 1left

fang Place; No, 3 will take the right hand place, standing on

e petrol tan,

The unditehing gear wiil then be fixed an follows, cach

B Uobking on his side-or tna Tenk: -

(1) Serape the rud off the traci- plate next but one
to the plate under and behind tho beam,

(2) Unacrew the long nut on the ¢lip, and adjust the
¢lip close against the top rivet hoads so that the
long nut is on the inside, the aye pointing to the
rear, and screw up the long bolt,

()

ilemove the triangular pieces holding the bear,
Téplace nuts and put them in the box on the top,

(4) “hen both men hove completed the above, 10,3 will
8ilgnal for the fank to move forward, tal:iing core to
keep clear of the boam wnich may fall baclkwards,

(8) Nos, 2

End.a Drivers return to their positions in
tho Tank$

¥

/(3)

Ref : Fuller 1 1 00216 55691
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S | S T T AT

@

(2)

8. 10 UNFIX TH: UNDITCHING Gi'R,,

The unfixing of the unditehing gear, ag before, wilk:

done by the 2nd and drd drivers who will get out of the

ordered in 2,

The procedure will be as follovs. :-
(1) The beam will be pulled up until
holes, kolding the
Driver will give th

it 1s past the
triangular pleces, when ito, 3
¢ signal to "stop®,

(2) ¥os., 2 and 3 will then fix the triangulap nieceas,

(8) “hen this is completed ws, 3 #ill signal to reversés

and to "stop" when clips are in position where they
can be removed without exposure,

(4) Clips will pe removed,
(5)

No, 3 will dignal to move forward, This will or TRy
the chains and clips forvard, where they will be caugf®

by Nos, 2 and 3 and passed ovep the beam into the boX
for further use, y :

{6) Nos, 2 end 3 return to their positions in the Tanlks

- = -

(a) It is essential that (1) The differentinl 1s locked;
(2) Gears on bothn tracis are in 1,

If this is not done undue strain will be brought on
to the track ang gears, which mey be Stopped, )

i
it

-

{b) If the Tank 1s et A steep angle witn its nose in thB‘E;
air, pearsmen sheuld %eep one hand on the bean to prevents

it slipning back when they remove the triangles B

18
(e If the Tank is dtched in Swampy ground it 1s eszentifs

that the gear should be fixed st once before the Tenl: hed
time to siuk in, 2

RN R A e b s

(a) If the apsrasch mar sk passes through a wood or betwesd
Tows of tress. the baulk% should be teiporarily laghed 107
vays, If this is no% done there is great risk of the end &
the baulk catehing on a tree ang tearing awav, =

King's College London
Ref : Fuller 1 1 00217 55692
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‘\‘ u\kv’r

Op. Sc. G.8. 18 July 1917.

Hemo in re wanks,
by Lt. Col. JOHN H. PARKER, Infantry, attached.

['11'.2‘11“ & Joint conference of & Committee of the Operations Section
deat the Infantry Committee of Colonel C.B. Baker's Commission, I was
Slgnated to make a study and report on TANKS.

The Joint committee did not feel that it has sufficient information
aot ¢h to base a recommendation on that subject. Pursuant to that |
fo1 On, I have collected what information I could and submit the

Owing report, |

1,

1 The latest BRITISH information is official, dated JUNE 1917, !
* The TANK ORGANIZATIO® consists of 3 brigades. 3
A brigade consists of either 2 or 5 battalions, depending upon \
8 number of ARMY CORFS served.
A BATTALION consists of 3 COMPANIES.
A Company consiste of 4 SECTIONS of 4 FI HTING TANKS each, plus
4 other tanks for different uses.

G g,

1 Tactical pirection.
* Tanks are under the direction of the Army Commander.

He assignes one or more tank battalions to an army corps, and

© corps commander assigns companies to divisions.

The station of the TANK BRIGADE COMMANDER is with the ARMY
COMMANDER, or as directed; that of the TANK BATTALION COMMANDER
1s with the QoRPS QOMMANDER to which the battalion is assigned;
that of the TANK COMPANY is with or near and in liason with the

: division commander to which his company is assigned.

1 Tactical Employment.
» The usefulness of tanks depends upon the. terrain, the artillery
Support, and the personality of the tank commanders
The principal uses are :
To break through obstacles, such as wire, making a way for
infantry. .
To clean out machine gun nests.
To plage protected machine guns in effective positions.
%0 place protected small pieces of artillery in effective
Positions.

1
b 1he FRENCH INFORMATION down to date (exclusive of that obtained

bY Major Parker) is as follows:-
tghi;t of weight two kinds: light tanks, 5 to 6 tons; heavy, 16
-

Armor; gouble walls Bmm to 9mm thick, separated by Bom., and
hot parallsl, so as to avoid normal impact against both walls by
8ame projectile.
¢ t. Cannon of rapid fire pattern, one-pounder or bigger,
- fires from the shoulder; 65mm. gives best results; penetration
i +» wolght of projectile, 4.17 Kg. %Three classes of ammunit-

on: canister for infantry; demi-rupture for hostile artillery;

an explosive shell filled with melanite for moral effect.

ORGANIZATION. Group formation, 16 per gréup, 4 tanks in sub-groupj

orms practically to the British organization. §

'2°natmotion. The French insist on an all-round field of fire,

0 , from an armored turret.

They also assign A BATTALION OF INFANTRY to every 16 batteries,
& battery being 4 tanks. The function of the infantry is to e
888ist ,the tanks to pass trenches and other obstackes. They hold

t the assigmment of infantry should be permanent. They say -
that infantry assigned at the last moment is of no use to the
tﬂ'ﬂkg at all.

. The French say the weight depends upon the terrain.
« The French say that 1t does no good to make the tank

( 1 thORETePREEER 1R BRENOWFARNR: BIE-LERRERHs shall
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TANKSe 8.

8hall have accomplished & big thing: greater labour fo¥ the Boche;
Ereater 'ulnorabi’uty of h;l.ast.renohes to machine guns and bombej
8nd greator vipibility to avionss JeHePs)
T. French say that movement is essential, as it is the only

Protection of the tank against artillery.

¥ 2lgo pay the front must be pacht-shaped as to sheer, to avoid
blunt 1ine of contact crossing ditches.
They prefer electric drive to gasoline.

LIMIT OF weleHT. %eight must not exceed 50U grms. to the sqe. oms

":':02&1 weight resting on the tread. At 1200 grms. the tank is
oldy.

Major Parker's personal observation on July ¥ was that a 24=ton

at St. Chamond and driven by electricity was very superior to

:oé“"-m gasoline driven tank made at Snider works: both by French
ornment,

Major Parker peports that the tests he saw on thai day were very

Successful. ‘ranks crossed wire and ditches with easo.

PRINGH EXPERIMENTS It is known that further experiments by the
N&kln are in prog;'ose. but not known when the results will be
OWhe

QONCLUSIONS., It is thought that the following conclucions are
warranteds

Great power--100 HePe 12 desirable. bl
Armor protection agaimet rifle and against shpapnel at 1000 yds. §
Exterior ghould present curved surfaces, and ekin should be |
double, not parallel surfaces, staggered to avold normal impact. il
Turret fire, 560° view and fire.

Should be able to bridge a 1l0-foot dltch and to climb out of a
hole with loose dirt side sloped at 50°.

At least one papid fire light artillery 3-inch, and one

machine gun, with reasonable ammunition supplye

Bpecd ms great ms practicable. 10 miles per hour desirable.
bouble ender; handy in turning. |
Light as possible; b-ton is better than G-ton, ,
Mechanism as simple ani accessible as possible; tread protocteds i
0, p rompt delivery of large numbers - at least 2000, 15; dosired. ‘
- Ny 0 CF 39 1 h ® g al ry I

Il N W 3 .

' i
The organization will recessarily depend to some extent upon the i
Rachinery and armament; which, in turn, will depend upon the f
tactical concept and manufacturing focilities.

TAUTIOAL CONCEPY OF EMPLOYMENT OF WaMKS.
( John He Parker, Lt. Col. Inf.
Attes Ope 5ce GeSs)

‘1. A nole 50 K wide through the wWho! _ ‘

deep enough te uncover a line of comm g : _

This hole must be wide enough to assure the passage of lightor §
®QUipment - the divisional machine gun companies can follow the |
tanks bwecause the tanks will e a road for them.

%he wave of machine guns - divisional companies = mustgturn
: out to right and left, supported by a socond line of tanks, %O
‘ amnt{h'w t be followed by 4
et e e wave of machine 8 mus o i
~ OF leather” - if the hol%ugn once punched through, 8 ca 4
;F: “‘;-. strike lines of mmt::u.:d% Polsib::v'-o'lu; .
| +¥0C46 machine guns be better P s use than alry;
by ras S gupport it with jitney carried
y as poasibles ]

It s
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TANKS 3.

n
,; 1. Sy who can fire down into the passe. The "pass" is some 50 K. '
r "d“" &nd we must have something that can %z\frerm_rrgﬁg, Then
'y the sides and viden the breach. Assail « %0 cover assault.
thpoy - 18 the old :flying wedzs” of football, with interference coming |
Mioken. (00 hole in the 1ine., The TANKS take the place of the line . |
{ntope . "0 Open the hole; the DIVISIONAL JILNEY MACHINE GUNS are the
1 ';fam", the GAVALRY willi carry the ball as soon as the hole
' ®ned i.0. ride through and hit the Line of Coms

1he OPeration works out this way:-

m A oloud of fighting avions at high altitude, to clear the air,
. 5.0loud of obaervation avions at low altitude, just in Pront
of the lines of tanks, dropping bombs and using machine guns on
™ “ trenches.
L V14 { LA AP EE T Loy hEiierjrhing ISR PONE) KB BN SRR
& LR o] AR 0 M) PP B T
a; Our 1omg range artilliery blocking the German artillery,
i Our iighter artillery barraging the front to prevent escape _
o) g‘fmthe Germens in their front lines. 1
o 3 2Obile machine guns following up the tanks at about 500 :
;g.) m'ﬂns them with %ﬁfﬁ’ step by step. \ |
. oy DIVISIONAL JITH 5 OF MACHINE GUNS driving in
(g) o °li-Bent" after the tanks and w #
Gavalry riding through this as soon a8 it is opened
. them ang out & la Jebs SBtuart around HcCLELLAN'S
{-_‘ “m-ﬁsluriﬂoodi Of course; but wimning results wortl: the
) Bacri CB,
3 .'_“ Jitney or truck transported infantry following as fast as
’ 8a8801ine cun carry it to support the success and make our
foothold sure.

5
{_ Vi ::wk transported = or tank tranaported - artillery following
. B fast as poesible.

Agpp BELIEVE sUOH 4 PLaN WILL WIN. wi@Tz HAS NOT THE RESOURCES T0
Wopare ci A PLiN. WE HAVE. WE SHOULD DO IT AND DO-IT-NOW as far as
*on goes in material. It will take time to got readys

HiDATIONS.
the rrench and British figures on organization, which are

Gally entical as to numbers, be accepted as = basis for the
1% Qﬂtimiﬁu. . ; P

a8t & board of officers be convened to consider the possible
: .~“1 omployment of Yanks, and to formulate & policy in resard to
It "iich estimates as to numbers wanted ocsn be based.
is clear to me that scme new element must be introcuced into
.'"‘ to win in any decisive way if the decision is to be made on ‘
g, s UOFN Front; and it is bolieved that the tactical concept -
Y exprecsed is more promising, so far as this front is concerned, ||

e o . i
ml board ghould be one composed of officers known to be discreot,|l
that whatever be decided may be kept quiet until it can be
4nd the best military talent we have is not too good to be
1 to this subject.

Thay, the tank ocomponemt of ONE ARMY be orgenized in any case, in @
it out on the Boohes After all, TRIAL IS THE SUPRIME TRST
"\lu 88 give way to results. It is hardly worth while to go in
lﬂnd.ofthmtm.nslmulnmwtsrnofmm-n
Work, unless we were very much more certain of results than
&re; but if after full consideration we feel then "plung
ldea. It 15 mo use to "hedge” in the betting in this evente

LR St o S B U et for

. FagRRae

&
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12,4

i ¢

TANKS 4.

|

1

~ Cheapep |
that than men. What is the use of throwing away men when we know |
Tesults will not be commensurate with the expenditure? '

PLATOON..44.s TANK ORGANIZATION o+ e+ -MATERIAL '

Tanks. Other ¥ehicles. Drivers. 3" Guns. Kachine Guns.

4 J
bo L tehen, 1 2 5 1
rugk,
by 1 1 1
K bil‘o ¥ l X
g T b5 1 T T |
: |
] PERSONNEL . . ’
Lieut. sergt. Corp. Mechan. Cook. Privates. I
kS 0. of : b § 1 2 i
oply. drivers. ) 4 4 4 12 i
~ 3 1 ] ‘
i 1 5 6 4 1 22

Xo
X In.fmt'ri necessary . Platoon a complete gcombat. unit. 1

) h’;:.h A COMPANY .,,40 TANK ORGANIZATION,ees MATERIAL, |

0:1! Tanks. Other Vehicles. Drivers. 3" Guns. Machine Guns. ff‘.
Saptas. . 18 12 44 16 44 * A
. B ain'g, 2 1 | 1 \

Aggage , i 1 1

EhALs 1 1 3 ;

Pepair, ‘
* Supply . $ 1 2 |
I

16 17 49 16 49

OOMPANY,., TANK ORGANIZATION... PERSONNEL. i
Capt., Lieut., 1"" sgt. Sgt. Corp. Mech. Cook. Privates. |

. 4 20 24 16 4 88 i

1 1 1 1 2 4

3 A 4 l

1 2 4 i

; 1 1 4 it
1 B T -} S T 107 }‘”

!

"y, 22’08 ORGANIZATION OF TANKS. 4 Fighting Divisiors .
i * Officers. Tanke. Vehicles. Men. 3"Guns., Machine Guns.
oy, 24 64 68 716 64 196 i
: ueuﬂmandod by & Field Officer with staff and suitable '

s fong o2 Not provided for by Statute, but can be done under the |
“fh authority of the President Act of Congress approved 18 Mays (f
1ot ended to keep the 4 companies in battalion formation for I

and . administration. !
|

I

\

. ORGANIZATION OF TANKS. ¥ Flghting Army Oorps, : _ i

x 48 128 136 1432 128 892 !
"P.m;:d by & TANK OFFICER Who maY be algo WAGHINE GUN &
N SPAFF o ARMY COMMANDER

1’ gt = e ~e = 3 p ——
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COMPANY __ORGANIZATION.

OBJECT,

To obtain the highest fighting efficiency from

the present establishments,

MEANS,

Twenty complete crews, i.e, 20 Officers and

140 other ranks,
REQUIREMENTS,

To produce an organization which will enable
Fighting ang Training to be carried out simulteneously
Or separately with the minimmm change or interchange of
Personnel, and to supply extra Administretive personnel

Hot provided for in the existing establishments.

Four sections of 4 Fighting Tenks and one

Administretive Tank each

Fighting Tank Personnel, 16 OLirs. & 112 O0.R.

Administrative Tank Personnel., 4 Offrs,

fo

Personnel,

16 0.R,

Balance for extra Administrative 0 Dffra, & 120 {l
&

20 0ffrs,

(Administrative Tanks conslst of 3 Supply
Tanks and 1 Wireless Tank or
Company Commanders .Tank,

If necessary 1 Officer can control
the 3 Supply Tanks and the Company
Commender his own, this will
release 3 Officers.),

/ 5. DETAIL,

140 O.R.

Ref : Fuller 1 1 00222 55697
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DETATIL,

(i) FIGHTING CRGANIZATION.

( & Fighting Sections and 1 Training Section)

h—.u;
Fighting.

0000

4 Offrs

E80.R.,

Supply,

1 Offr

Fighting.

LI

4 0ffrs

28 O.R.

Supply.

1 offr
4 O,R,

Fighting,
4 Offrs

28 0.R.

Sugglz.

[]

1 0ff

4 O.R,

Training Section.,

Filghting,

4 0ffrs

28 0.R.

Company Commanders Tank,

1 offy
4 O.R.

Tfraining Orgenization.(4T¥aining Sect,)

Fighting.

oood

5 Offrs

82 0.R.

Administrative Tanks

ot B s i L oh

(Not used unless required,)

Fighting,
goaod

5 Offrs

32 0.R.

—— e =
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FUNCTION OF TRAINING SECTION.

To aet as an immediate reserve of efficient
Tanks and efficient men to the 3 Fighting Sections,

As casualties occur in thé Fighting Sections
these to be made good from the Training Section, the
Training Section being replenished by the Depot,

The Training Section should consist of the most
efficient men not the least, During the preparatory
Périod before operations as many men as possible should
be sent from this Section to WAILLY etc. for Refresher
Courses, After action as many men as possible should
be released from the Fighting Sections to go to WAILLY

ete, their places being filled from the Training Section.
SUPPLY TANKS.

Though Supply Tanks are pert of each section,
normally, during operations, they would be Brigaded under
Battalion arrangements, This would necessitate an
improvised organization.

1l Supply Officer in Commeand.
1l Second in Command.

g B py! % g B
Ompany Group., Company CGroup. Company Group. !
y |
1 offr, in Command,, 1l offr. in Command. R 0y L Commé{
1 Reconnaissance 1 Reconneissance Officer. 1 Reconnaissance:q
Officer, Officer.;.

B e o e e Dmﬁ

12 O.R. 12 0.R. 12 O.R.

Cne Officer remaining surplus.

| : M‘M‘]
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Y o

Ina't-rur-t.i.-m.. for the~raaniaatic and training of : e 1
formotions and-ynate of tho 9th. {seottish) Diviaion i
for tho attock, I
. |
P, T'-}F‘ T‘."'," wing Instructions will govern the tactical i
0 £ 002 and iraining of Infantry Brigados ond Battolions !

T e
&i‘recgoz‘;“-hﬂn, and of o'l othor Units a: far as thoy arc : !]
2

L] 5 <
% g élﬂcoons will bo organicod at onco in fighting scctions
% 2}!!1 in para 8, ao fuar as thelr fluctuating strohghts
b118°an5n000 flgotion:s will 1live and work togother, and all
11119, anq bXCroisos, rohoorsals of countcr attacks wheon in the |
St on th thctical exorcipen whon in rosorvo, will bo carriod o, f
80 .».,0118 b“-j»‘i-’l. B0 that the drill and unsombly for attack may “
Pt undorstood by w1l ranks as to becoms pooond naturo ‘[

| o,
i 3'. : .
Tho instructions are baced on the following assumptionsi-

(a) That the objeotive is limitod to the encmy's
front zono of dofonge. I

(t) That the assuclt will be made by two Brigados : I
" 1n lino, with tho third in rosorvo. i

| (¢) That tho front allottcd to cagh Erigade will - ‘;
l be about 900 yards. i
‘ . 0 |} |
| DRuarroyg. il

{
;J "111 bo- Tho normal formation to be adopted by cach Erigado i
a8 £0llowgsw H“

; :lrzat"" Com All four battalions will bo in line, cach on a front
| om 4 tpimios, cach Company being on the front of a Platoon as
16 following diagram;-

—-«L@(IN | BATTN L{E}A'T?W | BATTHN |

\@§ = B T e /:./: ;f'!

| P LN ]
| Lf,f," Sfiog i T il R e
¥ ‘ ) f

. \fr:;‘]\\\:_—_‘-w\sn‘l PPZ—:RS WITH ExpLoOSIVES. ‘w
‘\____N‘ if
P R ‘ TR
M — S : | (h
H L B

R TR, ST

// 72":?"1 e, peevreen .f'/‘;" A2 el ‘G 'f't“n“’/' hipadt” o

N o s e D TR
| Nt Sackin [ Fielol Coy RE) '
L e
8 K i (l'f:'{(?m-'("‘cvn. y r”,c-z-'zfz'/.t'-z,.;f ,,;;-/&f;‘f- fj?f?‘*’z' "ﬁg&”"/ a";z '

g
L~
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L/Qg/; |

) [
éa) The action of Vickers gune is so depondent on the ground ;
Ph&t-only gonoral principlos can be laid: down. |
_irovious solostion of probable positions by careful !
l rO8connaissanco is ossontiel. '
t4b). 18 bolts will carriocd for oach gun. Four belts will bo
gakon from each of the supporting and Roservo guns and will
8 kopt as a mobilo rosorvo at tho forward dumps to be takon
Lorverd by wachine Gun Company Carrlors. Throeo oxtra mon
11 bo requircd as carriere for cach gun, and will bo
Providca by tho buttalion detallod by tho Bivision for
g&?rying dutios, and, if,ppoosiblo, should be Lachine Gunnors
r havo gome knowlodgo of lachino Guns,

s+ Al PIONEERS,

ugg ompapy of R... and ono company of ploncers will bo

‘o 236hod to cach assualting Lrigado.

inq ReE. will bo kept intact by ocootions, ouch section work-
Ohg Under ito own Officors.
b 0 Boction will bo attachoed to oach Battalion, its duties :
POANg ap followsi-

| “{a) To block communication tronches: down;whidh th
onomy. may make an immodiato counter attack against,
our Infantry who have capturod and mannod the fimal
objoctivp. For this. duty 6 Sapporo carrying
OXplooives will bo told off to each communication

. tronech, Theaoe partiocs will follow in toar of tho
3rd. Vlavg,

-~ —— o

Ab) The romaindor of tho soction will be rosponsiblo
for wiring our now front lino whilst the Infantry

dig thencclves in,
Thin party will move forward as soon as ‘tho
objectivo: 1o reached.

fghg 3rii. Rif, Company will:-bo proparcd to move forward with
“mpaniog Phomoars in roar of the attacking Lrigades,

'ggjéggisg%idato & pocond. line from which to cupport tho

'Infiho dution of the pionoer Compuniocs attoched to the
ronntry Brigedos will be to construct 2 communisntion - o
:and-:nes connoeting the gorman front line.with our front. line %
‘a'\l O mark ocur 4 ovorland trackso trith posts joined with
"1ro handrail.
;tr‘Euch‘Han Company willi bo repponcible for one:communicathnn |
®nch.and 2 overland tracks. |
i

.toighero pPospiblo:blinddd saps. vould bo-run out, previously gf
0P tacilitmte-tho construction of tho:commurication: ¢w»onehas 4
he sommunication tronches.

wgﬁfridgcs ov.r the: treonches for the overland trackas
pro d bo placed in position before the-assusli, and others
Pared H#ith ahich to bridgo ‘the german tronches.

~Posrrron OF.BRIGADE.AND(EATTALIDN«HEAngARTERS.

la) Advanced Brigado Headquarters. wrill bo.as far: tovardo
45 compatiblc with eafoty, and %ill situated noar
bome 0.P, from which the: Brigadior-can got & gerenal
Vicw of the country over vhich hid Brigado is apsualting
Onco' this position is fixed, The Erigado Commander will
‘Not movo. - All tclophone wiree must. be dug in,
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ARUS AND Aidl

(b) Eattalion Commandors will bo in some suitablo
dug-out or concrecte sachlno Gun emplacoment in
or necar the front 1line,

A sultablc position in the german front 1line Wiuﬁm
bo sclectod from arcoplanc photographs, considoré
being given to tho proposcd C.T. from our. owid
linos tc the german lines) This poaition will e
recoancitrod by an Officer of tho Battalion staff
anc waen fouad, and not bofore, . Tno Batitallion
Commandor will move forward to the nov poglition
afver infoming the Brigadior,

(a) Trho uorual fighting outfit of ocach man ip showm
Anpendix B,

Extras.to bo carricd by oach man in a fighting D
or carrying Platoon arc shown in Appendinos O

(b) Packs will not bo car-~isd,
& havorsack on nis back
ghoot and cardigem daszkot,

The uncxpondod por A of the daj's ration and oné
day®s Iron Ration will be carried.

but cach man will woal g
1d wall curry a wabterPr

The loador of ocach fighting soction will carry 2
yellow and red flag.

Thoso arc to be usod te indicate the position
reached by ourv troops, but on no circumstancos arc thoy
to be atuck in tho ground.

o
n ghting scetion of tho 3 £iphting PLat°
5 men will not be ormed with Riflog, Thoy will oach carry @
knobkorry and 3% rowids of ammnition. iné
Tho rowainaor, including all tho msn of thc oarT:
Platoons, will caryy 170 rounds of ammunition oach.

ivory Companv Officcr, N.C.0. and Private will bo Erainod. 8P
n Grenadior as woll ag n Rifloman. At loast 16 in ocach sor®
Platoon should have passod the Gronadior test nt the Divie
S8chool,
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APPENDIX- "B",

NORMAL FIZHTING OUTFIT PER HAN.

Clothing.

Bolt.

Strapg and Bracoes. e
Pouches.

Entrenching tool hoad.

b " gsarricr
g "  Halvo
i 5 " carrier

Rifle, 01l bottle, pullthrough,and sling.
Havcersack
Porgonal cxtras
Jack HEnifo{included in clothing)
Iron Rationo for 1 day.
Sparo 011 tin.
Cap Comfortor
licas tin and Cover

Wator oaap» Lottdc and carrier.
Wator

Bayonet and Scabbard.
Feop

Shrapncl Holmbt.
£ Tube Helmots

Wator proof shoet

"Ficld Drossing ond Iodimo

(included in clothing)
f.A.A, (170 roundg)

Sandbags 2

lbe. 0ZBe
34 a8
16
i1
1
5 5%
1 0%
o%
12
8 16%
1. &%
9
2 8
. 3
4
1 6
g o8
1. .. 6%
3
N
y S
2 8
Vil
8 -
58 1
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NOTES on - BATTLE DRILL.

fuen
SMont, g :igebiﬁ wosted in training by attempping long unrealistic

is Short ¥ Prolonged drill. Schemos are ofton too ambitious. If
%vement t°°{106n‘urata' on technic of fighting. Reduce every exercise
in acty © & preciso drill. Oncc action has beoome a hebit applic-
i LBTgo tr*’-l battle will soon follow.

9 { two ::kb of ground are unnccossary for technical training - an
Trainin most) is quite suffieiont for a Company.
2 Atoq, Tgrshohﬂd be varied, but same movements should be frequently
) Ui deyOing 44 aae to four hours a day is sufficiont, usually throc. The
E b, -3blg for a Programme of training for a four hours' day. It is equally
g 18 With Sompany, a platoon, or a fow odd men. Every motion should
; Xtreme rapidity.’ Ton minutes rest interval should folicw “H

hburl

0 B %

_fpm 4 commoﬁgmg “en ghould parade in full marching order. Each day {
t'l'aini ¢ by caroful inspection. Strict march discipline to and ]

Ng ground insisted on. ‘ !

\f

e of Four_ Hour8| Traimng-

'Hnut
0 o
%8 Company op Platoon Drill.

" Ba.tidrin or Communication drill. ‘
" Eat 8 drill, (rield Attack). :
SRt 5uitle drill.  (Tronch Attack). z
.- o %ing dit_st:mco and recognition of targets, or short addrgss |
- 8tc :E'épllne, rioral, Attack, Intorior Geonomy, Outposts,
’ . .
< |y : €h¥§icu1 Training. (Supplemontary Tables).
| E =g drill and taking off and putting on Equipment rapidly.
- " lilz'onet Training. (Eayonet training, 1916).
) : Nueﬁm-m Pitching Drill (see Appendix 1), or Throwing Grenades.
| 'S‘WO'(E;‘L?‘Y.- Sioudard Tosts. (see ianual).
il Ga -fh Camee
i IThQ Who]_: Hoimot Lrill and Tracing and Tools' Drill.
A Q.ﬂlmost dor above drills should become automatic. Ultimately men
R W rill themselves, instructor only watching.
il r
o 11 (Fiold attacr).

b 9Dlg

. fapig ci‘gglilaions from columns, fours and linc.

Bt o nes. themselves down together. )}
rapig Peirigs’ all men rising togother, bounding forward, and throwing)
R:pid Faip Oreing and telling off of fire soctions.

Piq ganlidation of mixod up sections.

AilSExul%_,;"1‘?;“-‘"13’r-fi.on'of.‘ artillery formations. (soe Appendixz 2).
ng "evg' 80 pacos quick timo, 20 paces charge.
b GOP correctly. 9. Advancing by alternate soctions.
. 1 Mmunication (if asked cach section should know what othors
P OF the b are doing.
4 t‘l 2bove movements should be taught separately and as a drill.
a9

S8
1l Dl‘ill Tronch

Y %Din
A g“ramh%ia tronch fully and partially oquipped.
: Aelping Ng out of a deop trench.
i &Qva.ncina‘mh other out of a decep trench.
adv&hoi 8 1In small waves over a tronch without bridges.

9 1ngn§ in small waves over a trench with bridges.
‘ R:sa'“ltinn to the fire-step and up otheraido.
* . 8 a tronch {(charge only 20 paces). B. Rapid wire-outting.
%Bai Organisaiion after assaull.
k‘t ing pegrenados,wirc,ﬁools,rapid;y up and down a trench.

Tits and ground is availablo schemes involving above

nay be drawn up.
(Bip0.)

Attack).
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ShEBE

4 : I .
i Fire Control Practicc in Attack ExXercisc. l'l‘
i _ eald

To carry out training in fire control with any scmblano® oﬁtgﬂﬁ
enemy's fire must be roprosented. One method of doing this i2 v

three differontly coloured flages:=- f uhat,
Lhod = Enemy has supcriority of fire, "”t
Blue = Fire of both sides is oqual. ) v
White = Attacker's fire is superior. >

tlothod of using.

Ground chosen over which attack can bo watohed. At ono end Ofr}
with field glasses and man with three flage, at othor attuckcfﬂ'a d
Attack commonces; officer with glasses watchos and checks advanomMiﬁ |
attackors by means of his flags. If attackers advancoc too MDY ~ g Y )
a time, or fail to tako proper cover, or aro slow, otc., etCes u{guﬂ Qh,
red; if well and carefully, up goeos whito, and 8o on, Whon red .,,ni“'
attackoera cannot move forward; if blue, can, but cautiously; £
can and boldly, ctc,, etc. (sec Appondix 33.

Value of this system.

8

(1) Firc Commandors have to pay attention to what the onemy 11ﬂ
doing. (2) Attackor's movce bused on appreciation of cnemy's FFe pb
conjunction with omployment of cover. (&) Fire Commanders have 4
off their firo sections at every halt so as to be ready to adv a
immodiately lulls ocour in enomy's fire, as ropresentod by DPIU® ey
white flages. (4) Length of rushes can be controlled. (5) F1ag!'5‘*ofu11!
wrong moves can be cheocled by red flags. (C) Cover has to be G“TK 87
utilised. (7) Economy in omploymont of reinforcements. (8) At18€% =
be prolonged from enemy's position.

nee
o

Casualties Practice.

3¢
Casualties to be realistic must be unexpected. Give each aegaf’
comnandor a bag containing 25 bone countors or cardboard d&ieoP:
on 305 or 40% of those a number, 3,4,5,6,7,8,etc. Each of thﬁﬂfm
represents hundrede cf yards. Thus 3 = 300 yarde. before bogd ]
Fire Control Practice cach man in scctions draws out a counter‘;t.
number, and without showing it to anybody, puts it in his pock®¥’pe fL
he draws 7; at 700 yards, as he judgos it from encmy's posltiols of u €
comes & casualty by turning over and lying on his back or fac®- nof
section commander himself becomos a casualty his place nust 8 8 sl (3
fillod by next sonior. Thus may all men be traincd to be on i pold v

carry out, at any unexpected moment, the dutiocs of those {mmedi®
abovo thonm. 6
| To add to instruction a range findor can follow up attackar
L check distances at vhich casualties £211 out. This checks thel
" of judging distance. - 4 88
fl Ultimately casunlties may be collected and brought forwal
rescrve. = ‘ :}%
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e R

APPENDIX 1I. BIVOUAC DRILL.
Ea i
.Not, ’Ohwgom‘ men for'm a bivoune grouap. Carry between thom four Ground ?ll
ten wiruamall Btlcks or dumnboo conos about 2'6" long each, tackle
N, Pegs (akewors). lion formed up two deep.
B paco in c}publr, filen". ({2) "PFrow the right in doublo files
B Oxtend". (5) 'oub the polemen" (front and rear pols men
n front). (4) "Right dress". licanwhile remaining two -
oll‘Gu shoots togothor. (6) "sproad shoet" (fourth sheou :prsad | [
7)9f,’ + (8) "Mix tackle" (tackle looped ovor poles and pogged 1'
Pitch tent" (three 1lnced sheots placed over tackle and pogged
Wity : ope of tent twice as long as other). (8) "Stand clear”.
ing oquh a blvquac men are indépendent of all hutments,etc., on
Dinutg march. Whole Eattalion can be bivouacked in oxact ordoer in
8.  BExtra weight carried negligable.

18 ‘
i:ll 7[ 1 _—&
11
:d APPLIDIX 2. ARTILLERY FORUATIONS.
Fo
o1y mf.;":&tiona should aim at (i) Invisibility, (ii) Rapidity, (11i) Ir-
Fub ih?gffrcn‘:, (iv) Unfavourcbloness to enemy's coue of fire.

“‘a w1y 1 principle is movemont, fer if men halrn undor pan fire
sg, - °lther be oxtorminated or will hove to dig in, and advanco .

a

&E.l)_uigﬂblﬁ formation is Indian filos from fours at 30 pnces intorval.

w D Not i Ndlan files very mobile, mon cannot firc, therefors formsiion

lapy - “BPode advance. If fighting formation ip roquirsed form to right
Oth,

L at ;g formations from fours: "Form two deep a d advance in single
™vaq I(mcea interval®, (fig.2) or "Advance in file at 60 pacos

2 ’ fig_g). ’
Y] e ; 4 :
e TR 0 o Mo T
A S ’,-f: D o 1 e o™ we fiRCes :
w30% " Gon 1 Gox 4" Jroe i f i ‘
] . %X '
‘l\ym“ "' /’,a/ ‘. \\ /'1 " : 60 = '
i fos i (e S et
'--: 1 ] LA . P lv ;
e TiehoO SRR T TR
l 2 | LI
)

Ea,c '
‘ %T}.‘Q“E’i&filo should have a leader in front and a whipper in bohind,
SptA *Vantagze of this system of forward file movementas is that
u aﬁumn of fours sections get eplit up. To overcomo thig: "Two
\ “Q Quld b')

% P o formed when in: column of route, and No 2 Sootion
) ﬂ-ndn tho right or left of iio 1 section, then if formations

- are used no disorganisation occurs.

1 . z' I-

: R R TR Sl Attty Lo

! ::-_-_-_:_ b —
4 R Sitar it M

J1 “r f,.md. JMM e f& P /,; dide,

foanaoc
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APPENDIX 3. ELPLOYIHENT OF THREE FLAGS

{ The attackors arc re
| : ok 0 presented

A consists of an Officor lying do "
and a man with the threc fiogs. 1
from A. B's ohject igs to

¥
- DB
M on tho ground with his fi0l¢ 51""‘7

FSB- B 1(_ I‘dB
destroy A.4 & company about 2000 Y&

g
¥ the lettor B, the defender®

B ins Tonce 955 ‘.
that B'ngigtigg 221“?“”' ,On reaching C, A notices through his'ﬁi%#.-
however 1s long, up goon oho w 'y OFY F8ir target to his fire, UH9 i
fire. E now négt,,ilg}l!ngo:n the white flag, to donoto, in this Ca89 guid"
T Somnonces ‘t, 2 hf“tl & hasg opocnud firg D:-:t(:néls his 103diﬂ£§_io
is- 81311 up. The D‘(r)topgn fire to fﬂ(}ilitﬂtﬂ his advanca, thoe \’.‘{11. &
eéxnosed pisce of o Fjd 8quads advance alternately, on I’Oilchlnb~,in
whiio flag for a %li‘ound with 2 good ranging mark on it, A Oh“”ge?alfif’
is now only cqual fuo.' " 8colng tho blue flag un lfnéws that hlt’ru

0 A's, he is beginning ¢o f-CJO].L!’l'B. firo, hiB flinst

only ogual to A b 8 he ( Ve 3 s8qud it : |
o 1 : : ¢an no |
L‘ e i : & n!)Cr' ad ance by Colﬂl lete q 6 b

: vard onlvy er «
fire s = J groups he W
Sq_i:ldzupzr‘ior;ts altogother. should g Eowgi_?en O;r;}}erwigg o dvance )]
Ei {1 h;asco%ng_hin mistake, at once puts u Ic{on én?i,{  that
Belng infe:r-igr igb{,h b is now brought to a ?"Eﬂﬁdz{;ill Lt,l%l,"ouﬁh 8
poss:‘:bilitios Bl at (t)f the defendorgs what shall he now 40
firo. He r‘x;infor-ce?grl 0 him, he may reinforecs or he may open °
blue. At G, b roin;ércog :Eigjnthisdand 80 changes tho red flg_Lg =~""

; and t S da ng reil
ggmgh’:pwﬁl?‘z ‘;{;f‘; 1n}‘r{$nded. A éeeingtgr":uia}ilnznh?rsg, ”‘g;?oﬂgtmmﬂ j
: cSodlags . A Hiox the b \ L ¢ T
that B's reserves have t ue flag goos up again, and ob rire
e > taken up a vepy soe el 1 o HOT
2?’{?;”2 the blue flag for the ghite, g E(t)':(til S el POSl\t‘lgf E's ’”ﬁa '
thrfr'prig‘ﬁl\{ing ztlrthe doubls acrocs A's i'r’or?iut?m?;l?t csfg:/ir in 8 ledw
pee ? mowing that, ; : UL YR 8 OOV pa WO
irpossiblo at once putﬂgup tttigsl;;g a flank movement under fil";ﬂ;m wf‘ﬁru
i e e LR T e e et his lagt 1O
Srias oo il g, 18 onco again changed fopr %‘ho %-}11 A‘r 7 the I a0y
furths r fgrt»'rn;-d Judging that the grouna ig too ohfr.l for B 10 80 g
e e ;la. wi.thout ngctin reinforcing. gyt Epﬁ'm no more Mé
SR 5 18 up, what can he Aichas: % : Dl
v o s » owW? K Avances
ho thorofors ‘maeh mekc)sor LATO5, RO SAmGt Totirc, 1t vould
If howeve e © best of a bag S e
ho t-.:gu;‘tflpgagehﬁgpgu%gzabiﬁ’ftfg could have g?gﬁfj tjll;}gr;?gund fro¥
his advance very glowly, » 85 Tlying, b would have £ hereupo? r

ushing : ‘ :
very close, and then uI_tiEa.igi;ﬁwﬁn 2 few men at a time for b niot

would have denoted complet on the white flag appearsds o
S i LEE0 L OB E 0T P re s amr s < t abo
defenders retiremont, & woulg have mshoduﬁz:lgiéﬁfiézotﬁl}:ﬁ the

flag, and B's men have tO
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Extract from German Document on the |4
' BXperiences of Infantry Attacks at VERDUN, 1916. f

(Prom memory; document not to hand.)

-.-'-""""-"-'-'-"""-""‘.-.-"-"'

—=8%tacking force should be in the form of small columns.,

A i
' 8%out hearted man or N.C.0. should lead and the commander of

#0lumn or colums should control from the rear,

The advantages of small columns over wave formation are :

. When o Wave meets opposition in a certain sector the men ,

M to 1ie down, this is apt to extend elong the whole line [

“uhﬂsh hostile fire may only affect a short sector. i l;
|

Thig g4 not the case with detached columns.

Small oolumns oan easlly work round any minor enemy force
that May be nolding up a frontal attack.
- A8 outflanking movement 1s difficult to effect with a wave

- formaygoy,

h Commander of the ecolwm can exercise control and can
M & good view of the situation.

One goog man can lead the others.

1

|

2 TR 1 i
A waye ¢an be led-with difficulty. It camnot manouvre at all, }J

Bt B, Captain,

GeSe 1. !“
“"Pt, 4 '

1? .

- S——
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G704, 28th Foveror, 1918,

awy, FII‘ forward some notes on the exercise carried out by the
Brig Genah Army which were socen by Brigadier-General Lord Loch,
axm;ienl- Selly Flood, Liout,8clonsl Grant and myself. Thie
intrg BC was to demonstrate tho new training of Infantry Units
&rtui‘“"d this yoar. The whole training pro-supposes s good
Bﬂtty;lry Preparation which is aboolutely ossential, A French
lonper, on now consisto of throe Companies and one Kachine Gun
1‘011ow§' and a French soctlon or Platoon is now divided up as

HAlf riflemen (ecallod Voltigeurs) :d trainod as bombers

or rifle grenadiers.
Quarter - bombers.
" Quarter - rifle grenadiorsa,

& 9122" are also four Automatic rifles (Fusil Mitrailleurs)
Uhita oon, Thus the Combany now consists of four solf-contained
"Oe.pon:ach treined by ite own Commandor to use all the newest

9f tng', 0ULd GBem that in this training a solution has beon found

Sasayy 4 A8k of doaling with situations in the socond stage of the

Thich 5 Which compriso most difficult operations against obstaclos

nbaog_u-tm ofton unknown,  Each Platoon of a Company boing

t Sly solf-contajined is capablo of manoesuvrs and of working
ah"eﬁ’ﬁ advantago on a gonoral plan,

P3Comm, 8 8chomo of training adopted by the French is vory strongly

'°llowe§d°:1and thoro soems to bo no roason why we should not

3., th tn cortain modifications to ouit our own roequiremonts

g °"09eq ta munbor of automatic riflec which the French have far

P

 Shogyg °Ye T have

E | QB a tims to t

Re numbor of our Lowis Guns vor Company ,

]
Fl‘fﬂnei Va8 vary much struck by tho fact of how very intent the
Infang, "0 ON solving tho quostion of cormunication betweon
Ag ,.aq:g &nd Artillery so that the barrago may be regulated
Pod.  lany of our difficultios on the SOMME were due to
8anp thoi infornation as to whore our Infantry wero and it would
A AL 1t 18 essontial that wo should use oveory endeavour to
Solution for the problem also,

3 ghs sin °onvorsation with mo Genoral Gouraud said that this wao
P

9¢t to which thoy wore glving tho greatest attention at

b
0t
leuldla‘;"uld also point out the value of tho 37 mm gun, as it
‘lgunﬂt °m that should nything in tho naturo of a Tank be usod
Q ooty us, this waapoﬁhould bo able tc doal with 1t vory

requontly applied for a 37 mm gun and I
® glad if I might be pormitted to havo two for nxporiment,

;’Gulqla:“ 8roatly improgsod by the training that I saw; but
2D oyp ALOBBLY rocommend that if 1t is to bs adopted in princinle

fmy, sslocted Officora should be cont for at loast s wook
Mo pg) G he 4th Fronch Army School to study their methods,
' thyy OUraud told me that he would have absclutoly no orjection
Gy’ 4 boing done,

t;.ﬁi‘;g“ld bag to point out in conclueion that tho poesibility
Qint B Ng on thoso lincs ontirely doponds upon tho Battalions
‘g . ufht up to agtrongth in Officors and mon without which
ito imposciblo to offoctivoly train, '

(signod) J.S.M.SHEA,
ila Jor General,

Dty
th p
Ivicion, Commanding.,

12>
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lotos on an oxercise carried out near CHALOQIS
in the 4th French Army to demonmstrate the now
training of Infantry Units introducod in 1916.

TEMA S ACAN - - - . . . . .

dy g A Bnall book called "lioto annoie provisoiro a 1'inatruction |
Yoon, 8nvior 1914 sur lo combat offensif des potitos unites™ has |
p,inofubliﬂhod recontly by tho ironch Goneral Staff. - The {1
sr&duo.lﬁeﬁ of training desoribod in this book had beon dovolopod {
by o ¥ in the 4th Fronch Army: thoir objest has boon to increaso
Inf,mfmpm‘ use of tho newost weapons tho offonsive power of the 4
Dosaihrl'g and at the same time to reduce the losses as much an *
“-luoThg men so trainod during the Summor months havo provad the I1
8o, 'mﬁ those principlos on the Field and the oxperience of the
4th b 88 Justified them complotoly, . Gonoral Gouraud of the '
ny 1 2oh Army told mo in conversation yestorday that he had had !
R B-ng tors of appre® iation from tho 3,0's G, Comrianding the |
O’Sani 10th French Armies which showed how sucenasful the Units
r. %9d in tho now way had becn.

ty n Tho 8Xoreiso carriod out on tho 28th conaiatod of a demonstra-

by g Eattalion treincd and organisod under the conditions al-
Montionod,

QHALOII; took place on a trainine grouni sore little distance from
Op 100 at 1 pum. and was wilthesnod by a vory large numbor of

thy W T8 of the Army who had evidontly boen sont thers to study

: 5010 quostion,
ncuoano oro, howevor, deseribing tho attack, a few words aro
i 8ry to oxplain tho svatem of training in the 4th French

‘°°m“and Commandant Wir—, a PeB.o. Officor, who ham already

hap 1,004 & battalion of Chassours at the front for 14 months
Bchoolen mado rosponsiblo for the training in all tho Infantry

? in tho Army,
trgy g Cfficor of Atrong charactor, groat oxporionco, and good
Yag, anSo i1t 18 by hin toaching that tho new awvstom has boon
uo%ﬂnlilccosaf‘ul. Ho hans alwava insistod upony tho absolute
1"hm_!. U J of good instructors, and ho has takon away from
Mts the best Officors for this purpone,

Inr“nt,. Army ig rosponsiblo for tho suporvision of all tho
ngg, 7Y Sehoola, tho Army School 1tsslf is usod to train
Yarpy ;tol‘ﬂ &nd tho best of thoso inmtructors are seloctod to
Yy ba.ttn this training in Divisional Dopots, whigh aro commandod

¥ Soﬁié‘i“ Commanders, who havo thoemsolvos becn trainod at thn
ﬁoul'aovgry throo months tho Army School holds an oight day's
w ty o tho Commandors of thomo Divisicnal Dopots so0 as to
Ieeeiv°3m Up-to-~dato, and Commandant Fory himaolf visits, or

g NME‘SPOrta from, tho battlo=-fronts continually for tho

g"" bgzgh Diviaional Dopot ham cne or moro Commrnios, usually one
h‘;D\ri ;110!'1, withdravn from tho Regimonta in the Division to
thay °£it1;o training of Officors, N.C.0's,, and young soldiors
: sion,
a‘;‘)d or? details vary naturally but tho prineiplo of training
tbai €ors to bocome in tholr turn inatructors is inslatcd on,
oL Yo troops are lookod upon as almost usoloss, and only
! hox.a‘y boat Rogimontal Officers arc considorod fit to train

B
:::aed?.gcro tho oxoreiso tock placo, Jommandant Fory gavo an
vy

nggiitcloar and intoroating addrocs on tho training ho was
Thg fubstancs of him romarks was as follows -
°bjoct uf tho training is to do two things = inorcaso

tho
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the value of the Unit in attack and in dofenco and at tho A&df
time roduce tho lossos sufforod an much as poasible, |

To_carry this cut, the fullost use must be made of tthI”
latost Infantry woapons, bomhs, rifle gronadec. automati® riﬂwf
light Fleld Guns, and tile Units must be diaposed in depth T#
than' in broadth or erowded togethor, To moke these two
things possible, overy man in a Plataon must be trained as atn
spoclalist, and almo a suitable formation must be adopted DO
in attack and in dofonce, LT

Cortain pointe wero insisted on -

FPirstly.- That overy group of men, specialists or not, must
havo a definite Commander.

t
Secondly. That every man in the ranks not armed as o speciallfl 4

siald
must be trainod to replaco casualtios amongﬂt-ﬁpog}a-
Thirdly. ' That 'the training of all the mon in a Platoon mus
carried out by the ldador of that platoon.

Fourthly. That the Commanders of Platoons in the front 1lino# 9;74
A an attack muat not go forward at the hoad of thelr gl

Platoons but with tho socond wave, an it had beon 0
too oxponaivo to allow them to load tho fipst wavde
Fifthly. That ovory man mudt be glvon a dofinits task, tho in
, casualtios boing renlacsd bv the ordinary soldiers =
tho Platoon whe had alroady boon trainod as spocial
in onc thing or the othor, anol o - ;

v . 1270
(NiB, In tgonchos ovoryono sharos.im tho opdinary FO¥
work : S ) {

: : f } it o tho
As regards training of Platoon Commanders in tho usé Ofi:n
now woapons, it has beon found that Platoon Commandors (and 2

must bo romombored that mary of thoso are not officers) who' 10
alroady commandod thoir Platoons on tho front oould bo auffic

at*

o

1]

E R T

1
ly trained in tho use of the new weapons. in 3 weeks to: be fitog ' q
inastruct their own mon., Insxperioncod Cfficers of courng’ ¥0 v
much longor, . . : ; I
Yo difficultiec had Loon oxperioneed in r-4ting Platoon i b
Oommanders’ to ‘instruct thoir men, onco thoy = beon inatruet® 0
themaclvoa.  In fact the mén woro taught in their platerns in :
2aAdly and- quiokly'and: Platoon Gommardopn took a groat - prido *%. t
thoir work, - - 4 b
Commandant Fory insistod on tho Iraining lisnval-koing gaf r
adhorod' to.and-not veried a¢oording to.tho will ot b inatridogem |k
and he-said the oxporisrcen on tho SOMMII had proved his contoB™ St
The specialists conaisted of the bombers, formed exactly g
on our own mcthods, and in faot copiecd from us, tha-automatio
riflc mon = the v¥ifle gronado mon, i Lo u
Tho ‘automiatic riflc was carriod by one man, with two &
ammunition carriers, 3 mem in wll and 1,000 rounds per riflo. X
Tho riflo wasn falrly light, fired with a naturally low P G
trajootory. < The +ifle gronado (Fusil tromblon V.B,) . was uod
from a form of cup faetenod on to iho end of an ordingry rif 0 U
A bomb was firod by tho gsases producod from ihe oxplosif® 4
of an ordinary rouad,” tho bullol of that round pernoirating vhe 1
bomb through a holo and ipniting tho fuzo of the bomb which ¥
burat 9 socoude aftor it hes boon Qischargod, 10 S 4
Thosbattalion ‘is 'diso Provicol wiih. .a.37 mm rmall fiold ¥ to

gun:with a crow of 1 Off'icor, "I'K.6.0, and & mon which.is
Primarily intondsd 1o destroy mach .uo £44a5 , lovp-~unlcs 0t6e
Tho gun Woighed akoul 4g RIfog, cerulapo abouc the samos
an? it was ‘provided with Pordumsslion sLotl, armov Jloroing Bhoka
and g form of grapo shot sholl for dofonsive purporos if attsl

1L

at 3 /

Ref : Fuller 1 1 00240 55715

King's College London



K&k The Serving Soldier
The birth of the tank (part 4) LSO g
Page 42 of 65

g l « l/‘ 20 /2 {

.I‘ / \n

=2
.

- 3t ologg quarters,

¥ m_dBTho range of tho gun is up to 2500 yarda and up to 1200
% it iq extromoly accurate provided it is unsed by a
168 o dotachment, It is an adaption of a Fronch naval gun
Bor |y magny ould be umeful to attack Wweapons such as tanke as well asp
RO guns, ote,

|
Organﬁlg oxeroisno iteclf consistsd of a parado of g company T

|

n OXeros docording to the now training manual (800 para, 1) an

%8 to show the difference of the firo in tho defensivo
out N6 old organisation and the new, and an attack sarricd
Y a battalion,

not
gﬂtﬂilﬁ of these are given in the papers attachod, app. I. Eugtuci () |

at " Pirat ho Company on parado looked rather thin on the ground at |

all? Mg tBNL, but thore wap Plenty of depth and the automatic |

1o ahevzldently gave a great fire offect, |
; in RWOO mon wero drawn up, (appondix II) (not attached) oxactly

of, B Pop rdanco with tho marual already referrc . to, and Commandant

R 00 ntod out tho effost of the spocialista, namely a roduction

ound 20 4 offectivos in a Battalion and a Company from about 1,000 and .

fmmda:pocti\roly to 700 and 1rR0, He alro explainod the normal (|
. Bdy poiOn Of a” Eattalion in the attack - two Companios in front i
in then tﬂ #1do, then half the machino guns of the “achine Gun Coy.,

{até B Uy g thira Company in roservo, followed by tho remaindor of
% gténe Gun Coy. with the battalion Hoadquartors, 37 mm gun,

L)

,uti”a weﬂpono Pointed out the difforence between the offect of the various !
: rightig' bombe for the clomost attacks, bayonets for hand to hand i
. rr‘On‘t OSu =+ 'riflo grenados for putting a barrage some 150 yards in .. M

Jpo r%t & an attack, and ovor the heads of the first wavo, used in ’j
HE O . & kind of trench artillery under the platoon commanders |
s ¥ty f?d’ and rifles of all kinds for firing at long ranges and l
ot Tt trajectories, ; I
40 1"’1’!'95,1?_ domonatration betwoon the 0ld and the new woapons was il
) ¥ way vO! DUt tho rapid fire of tho French riflomen could not in i

Volumey ?B Sompared to that of the trained iritinh soldior. The |
: Rong o g iro of all kirds produc Yy the new arms ought to be i

a Pboduoedoctlve. It was also claimod that tho whito smoke ‘
(10 Of 1o % BY tho bursting bombs would show the artillery the positions
) Infantpy 1t was supporting,

; D

that ogtzils of ammunition supply wore not vory cloar excopt

4 Mgy, 5 ho dofonsivo small storen of bombs, rifls gronados, oto.,

tof !‘ogimm odtablished in suitablo placos, and in tho attack tho

g1 ?&vo one ».°F battalion commander of tho reservo battalion would

o hq Som,. °F Moro half platoons available to push up supplios to

T?;Daniaﬁ fighting.

8 4 50: ;iﬂault of tho Battalion wan carriod out moro or loss
000,

he Actual companios consintod of one ecrroay of cavalry

2 mm&nde‘mdergoing & throo montha' courso to train for platoon
5 oobp to’;‘ﬂ» two companios of tho 191s clans, and a company of
[ %mandep:'l N.C.0's. also being trainod to bocome platoon

i livo :Or@gturo of tho demonstration was tho uso more or loss of
. Mo Alpy 8 and of bombe and of rifle gronadesn.

Moy Ough tho actual practics had been carried out sovoral
%V‘omoht 0;0, it was cortainly instructive to soo tho liberty of
o toh’dﬂ Wi: all ranks, tho clomo co-oporation of bombors and men

Suteyy h automatio rifles, tho manceuvring carried out at oneo
an imaginary strong point which had failod to bo
1y takon
o8
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taken by the diroct assault, and the rapid :' . ing forwar K.
8holl nole to sholl holo of the various platoons in the attad

Gouraud, and had other epportunitics of discuaning the traini?
had seen. > ;
The general conclusions arrived at wore - that the now i o
armamont and organisation would Yo most offeciivo with traine?
that officers and sonior N,C.0's munt bo most carcfully trainet
themselvon boforo they could toach their own subordin:*on, e
the bost officers must be melected to irain sucn officard gﬂi had
N.C.0's. and that brigado ani pogimontal commanders 6ac¢o thoy
roalisod this nevosaiiy would not objost to losing tempcrarllysg
officers for thim purposec - that tho training of mon to use

and lastly that the rocont oxporionces on tho SCIME fully JUP
tho changes which have beon madas,

4q from

Rocketd were used from time to time to show the wave ©

i calling on the artillery to lengthen the barnage. which woro
d avallable for the battalinn commnlor, and tue 57 mm gun wap
brought forward to destroy an imaginary machine gun.

It had boon the intontion to uso.an aeroplane-to give thgm

artillery information and to inferm the higher commanders of e
situaticn, but the woather was too bad; In fact 41t poured ¥ oly
rain practically tho whole time. . Mopping up partios wero fro
used, but I did not notico any serious offort at conaolidatinrg
the sapturod trenchos.

Aftor the oxerciso tho question of artillory and infantri.
co-operation was discuosod by Commendant Fory.

He maid that it whs hopod by meezns of :good arrangoments

Tor communications, aeroplenos, optical Algnalling, flaros,
runners, rockots, mignal panolm, otc. to arrive at a way Of
allowing a battalion commandor to call back tho barrage if 80
attaock is hold up at any particular point,

b
Ho considered ocach Battalion commander should have with D%

¥ ono officer and threo N.C.0's. from the artillery as observor
i with a small telophono detachment, so am to comrunicate with
battories covoring the front of a battalion attack. gtlﬂ

Eut at the samo time ho admittod the wholo quostion was a
being olosely studiod and he did net expoeot a conclusion woul
arrivod.et within the noxt @ or 7 woeks. ;

After tho oxorelso we roturned to OHALCHS, dinnd with GO

now woapons muat be carriod out in the platoon and not Glgowﬁﬁsdﬁ
the wholo platoon muat be trainad as 8pgeiallate by its own iiﬁﬁ

Hoxt day we vinlted the various officos of the Fronoh Ar™'

k; ‘s
i) The following socemod worthy of imitation.

The whole of tho Army Soctor was shown on a "Layored" mAP*

Soctions of this map wore pnotographod by the obliquo procoﬁaqon
Tho rosult was a vory porfoct rop1 esentation of the giound,
would provo of groat valuo to ciiicers asout to atteck, - oloe

It 18 porhaps hardly necessary io add that nothiug coul

a
cxcood thé kindnoss and courtosy of Goneral Gouraud and-all n
Starf.

or’,

w0

|

L4
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om
i FRENCH ORGANISATION,
Ba
‘iho ttalion = :15 Compenics,
Machine
ﬂ?y § mi?bgt?:? Company, (8 guns),
Za 1 D;pcotogomgagy for training Officers,
+veUB, ANd young sold
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#.B./1919.

-

(4}

First Ayovr,
Eﬂccnd Army,
third 4rmy,
Fourth army,
Fifth Arny.,

Aftor censidaring the numereus rocommendstiana
Tocoived rogerding thn erganizatisn of tho infantry
thtalion, tha Commander-in=Chiaf hee dseided generslly
r ta adhars te tho organizatien as it standé, and diroots
thet ne fundamental ohange is te ba mads in the aythorisad
orgenization of an Infantry Bettalian. PRut in erdar ta

‘ fneurn the nacogsary dnsros af unifarmity of training and

taetioal nethed throughaqut tho firmy, it is necnssary that

there should be eimilarity ef arsanization in all mattalisns.

: The follmwing inatructiens aro thorofers issund.
Ry, |
| 2.  The Battelien will centinus te cnnsist of i-

(8) Battalien Headquartors; |

(8) 4 Companiss, consisting of 4 Plateena nf 4
Sectiens oaach.

tmﬁn g | :
ftopg, °* In additien te tho porsennsl showvn in “ar "stab-

lUshnonts as forming pert af the Battalicn Hosdouarters,
Cortain sthor peroonnnsl will be attached. This personnsl,
Which 18 principally amplayed on administrative duties,

V111 po tomporarily detachod fron Cemvenies whilst an

%Tplayed, btut will remein an the sstablichment nf the
Companinsg for acoounting purposes. £ N®adouarters Ccmpany
88 such w{1l not ba farmod; :

The detail of the parsonnel ineluded in the
Eatt&licn Headquarters is given in Appendix I, The tetal
®hould nat sxceod 150 Other Ran's.

/The parsonnnl
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The pereonnel commorin: tho Bettalion #oadgquarters

cen convenicntly be divided into two cateﬂnrinr, nanel;y,
tho fishtinz portion znd the adﬂiniiirstQW ;“rtihn. The
“formor will bo mrouncd into cootlenz sach undnr & cam-
mender. The ctrangth of the latter w111 not oxeosd &0

Othor Lan'c.

. el
L 4, Tech Compeny williconelst 6f @ g oo
| () Oomnany Hoedguertsrsa:
- . -
L ‘ {n) - < Plzctoone. - ¢ X *'

1l Comnan: IBedouartors, thes ‘gtrongth-Af whish fhould*

net areesd 14 Other Renl=; wfll ha cemnassod sntirel— iof
.
fichting treone, snd will ba . farmed ae o enctionwundar
e L]
! 8 comnrander.

. T H
. : . 4,00%
i E. Tha ?1qtn¢n, ths ﬂiniwu* Ftrvn~trﬁnf'wrlnh ‘koulﬂ 235"/

" not be ellovod tn frll bolow PP Othnr ﬁen*s, and thﬂ
- L
mazinum strongth of which will nﬂrﬂ&ll‘ not axcood.

o e

44 Othar Jenks, will conrist.ofw:ﬂ

() Platoon Headguartsrs:

Qe
(b) 4 Sactione, psrmanently organizod, ssch wigh
.1ts own loadorwrand an undorstudi.’ .

Pletncn Heedouertors, thn qtromth M.“ whioh shoum

g e
t ]

ALY

not cxzonsd 4 Other Lan%s, will be cannone{ nnfjpnl of

R

fighting treoona, v
" The ermpoeition of tha Soct¥ans w4ild normr.1ly bhe 7
Lowis Sunnears, excont 08l
(a) 1 Soction Lowie ﬂunq- (tr corry & rifln end baonat
it : : (and to Do nrofistent in
it (thoir usn.

(b) 1 Smotion Bembara; S

(c) .2 Sections Riflomon, csntaining e n»nnnrt*nn of

A1 Riflo Grnnadiore, s P

G The organization eutlinad abovn 1E:d0éiﬁnﬁd to
1 craate a fizhtine machine ¢ -mm-Aod arlni" ¢f fishtine

IF| renve end ﬂietinét fr-m the nagoaseary adninistrative

ngteblishment, e : /n

.
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3.

7o Tho ceaonen af this organizetisn 1s :-

(&) That tho Platoon should constitute a unit
feor fizhting ang training, engd should
ooneist of g homoganonsus combination af
£ll the woeenens with which the Infantry
is now armeq; |

(b) That epocialicts should all bo with thoir
Platoons and Companise sxcont cuch ags '
may be rsquirsed at Bettalion and Cem-
pany Heasdquarters alther for purneses ‘

: of fighting or for instructional duties;
1%

7
= (¢) That overy partion of the Battalien, inoluding |

the fightine portinn of Battalion Hesd-
quarters and Commanw Headquartnrs, should
L‘ consist of a gertain nunher of permanontly
formed units, namely Soctions, oach
undor ite awn commandor;

() That the rifis and bayenst ic the first, and the
hand gronsda thoe sacond, weapon of evary
snldier, and thet 211 men in Rifle Sactions
must ®e trained aither in the Lewig Gun ar
the Rifls Grenade, ap o %0 ba readv to
replace ensualtion anonget the nersonns)
employed with thogo woanons}

&

[T

= () That oVery man is availeble for worring and
carrying nartiss 1rrespect1va,nf the waavpon
with which he 1@ armad:?

3 (f) That one Lowls Gun with 1ts detechment is allottng

4. to each Platnon. Although this w1ll be ths
normel organizatien it may ofton ha edvisablse,

1 in dealing with particular tactical situations

to allot & second Lewis Gun to g Platoon,

or to withdraw tonmporarily ons, two, or

moere of thees guns from Platoons fopr 8nacial

' tactical amployment under tha orders of Com~

! Pany or Battalinn Commanders. It ig tn be

interfere with any such temnorary Bpocial

grouning op employmont asg circumstances may
rondor dosirable.

Para. 5, pago 17 of "Inatructisng for tho Training
of Divisions for Offensivo Action" will bo
amendod accordingly,

8. In erdor tn mont the varying conditions undep which
B&ttaliﬂna 89rve, to allow of mors flaxibility as regards
the number nf men dotachod for oxtps, regimental smnlov, and

to meet the case af hoavy battle casusltios, & maximum snd

/minimum

King's College London
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4,
I . e
| ninimun strength hes bson laild dewn for tho Plateon.
f During activalnnnrrtians; should cesuelties bo such
i ea to roducc the strength of Plataong below tho minirun
; fipurs given, the nacessarr numbere w1ll bc ohtained by

i tho tomoorary amalgamation of Comneniss in tho Zattalion,
or Plataone or Sections in the Convany, ee bhost meste the

onigonciae of tho case.

\ ;

W. Un@er nermel circunstances, during neriods of

IJ

% i trench warfere; Pletoone must not bo allowed to fall bsalo” (]
NU f the minimum atrength laild down, but must be kont ot that

.

‘ gtrongth by the rocall of men from extrs rogimental amplols
l whon naceasery, Tvory offort must bo meds to incrsesc the
; : dtrongth of Platoons by reducing fhﬁ numbor of emplovnd
| non.

gT The Cernandcr-in-Chief wishes Army Commanders t9

#ive their smocial attontisn te this mattor. The numbsr

\ of moen smnlaved axtre rogimentelly 1s et presont very

croat, end involvos & lass in fishting power of aporox-
imetely 3,500 men per Divieloen threughout the srmy.
By e caroful. enplication of the.reguletions under which

reinforcsments may be demendad to ronlece non-effoctives,

by nonlinz, cnd by rigzorous eombing-out, 1t should bs

nnsgible to rsdueo this nurmber eo that 1t dass not oxenod

S T

an gverace of 150 men per 3attclion.

! Ve
{ F St o 7/
/- '/I

,/ 7 P dwmg i
| RH AT

\ ’ of

e

1 Gensral IPadguerters, Liautmnant-wﬂnofﬁl’
i}' 77H: Fobruary, 1917, C. G. B
f
it
i
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APPENDIX

e ettt o s tabanpane

Battalien Headquarters,

Other Ranlks.

MIGEING PORTION.

S@rjeant Major.
Clarks.

Gag Personnel,
Signallcrs.
Runners.

Pionaers.
Stretcher bearers,
Coaks.

Betmen.

ADMINISTRATIVL PORTION.

Quertermaster Serjeant.
Company Quar terma at
Storeman,

Transport Zetablishment,
Shoerakers.

Teilcrs,

Butchers, -

Cocks,

Grooms,

Batmen-

Instructional Establishment,

T Sorjeant

So
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AP PENDLX b
her rankse.
Leg,
$Dliahnont of a Bottalion incluling attached .. 971
g - g .
D li=] o e
A
L] o ok
5 | ©% 5 w3
i ot F o o H
4 =) +© 20
& el = )
f () Eg & Hyg
% : = 53 B G4
Halion Headquarters - J
Pighting partion. 70 70
<dministrative portinm. 80} Nawe 80
Py ‘
I Company Headcuerters -
¢ e ceu] B6 56
Hztoey Platoons -
L4 aes] 704 € 28 |448
81
°k ang extra regimental
ft ®mpley and other
HOn-effoctives ... 82-F sise 317
830 | 141 574 397
971 971
The above figures include those who must be left behind
When the Battalion takes part in an attack, see i
0.B./1635 (S.8.135), page 58. |
[

Ref : Fuller 1 1 00251 55726 King's College London



The birth of the tank (part 4) K&k The Serving Soldier
Page 53 of 65

0:E./1919/T.

[ 1 APANGS
il HrBt Army I / yS
i A - s /
Second Army, . i i /‘ E
] Third Army. Lo B8 2797 1
¢ Fqurth Army . e L
Fifth Army.

s e ————

I, GENTRAL PRINCIPLES OF THE FORMATION,

In the special clrcumstances of present warfare the
Commandep-in-Chief is of opinien that it has become necessary
to modify the provisions of Seetion 114, ghapter IX -"Infantry
Training" - in so far as the attack 1s concerned, and that it !
‘W11i bé advhntugaous, under existing oonditions, to lay deown
& normal formation fer the attack.

The normal formation described below is one which

has ffaquently Boon employed with success in reocent fighting;

it is simple and adaptable to the varying oonditions of trench- |
to-trench attack. It should also prove suitable in most
instances of open warfare. ' i i
g0 far as the Platoon is ooncérned,; the formation
+ described should be applicable to most eircumstances and 1t
ghould seldoem be necessary to depart therefrom, while ae regards
the Battalion 1t aime at elastlelty.
In accordance with G,H.Q. letter 0.5./1019 of February
7th, 1017, and "Instruotions for the Training of Divigiens for
Offensive Action", page 17, paragraph 5, the PLATOON is to be
‘Q\ regarded as the unit, and the:frontage of an Infantry Battalion
] .  in the trench-to-trensh attack may range from 00 yards against
k & highly organised position, te A00 . rds or more against one

leas highly consolidated.

R (ol it

II. APPLICATION OF WEAPONS.

e
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t II.  APPLICATION OF WEAPOI'S.

] The weapons now under the hand of a Platoon

; Commandsr should be arranged according to their various
peculiarities. That is to say, the rifle and bayonet ané
the bomb, being the most effective offensive weapona, should

: be placed as far forward as possible, closely supported by the
L] rifle grenadé, which may be regarded as the "howitzer" of the 'kb

l Platoon, and the Lewls Gun, which is the ‘weapon of opportunity:

Each platoon will therefore normally bs disposed in
| two lines, bombers and riflemen jn the front line, rifle .
grenadisrs and the Lewis ¢un® in the second line. Thego tWO .
} lines will constitute one Vave irrespective of. "lioppers up" e
7 See Plate "A".
e ' Further, it has beéon found convenient as a general
rule for the Company to be formed ‘on a two platoon frontages

The Platoon, therefore, should normally be formed

i in two lines, constituting one Wave, and the Company in two
1 Waves.  See Plate "B". _

| In this connection it cannot be too often insisted
& % en, firstly, that in the aesault every man is a bhayonet marh
51 excepting No.1 of the Lewis Gunj; secondly, that evory men is

r a bomber; and thirdly, that every man in rifle sections 18

ik also trained to be either a Lewis Gunner or a Rifle Grenadiers
i:r“ with a view to replacing casualties in men armed with those

‘ weapons.

1 : III. INTERVALS AED DISTANGCES.

i This in no way contravenes the provisions of paragrnph
7 (£) of G.H.N. letter 0.5./1910 duted 7th Februsry, 19171
or paragraph 29 1n "Notes on the Tactical Employment of

l Ll fachine (uns and Lewis Cuns" dated March, 1916.

Ref : Fuller 1 1 00253 55728
King's College London



The birth of the tank (part 4) K&k The Serving Soldier
Page 55 of 65

3.

131 iy INTERVALS AND DISTANCES.

As regards extensions between men, these should
Usually be from 4 to 5 yards.
The distance between lines should be from 16 to 25
Jards and that between waves from 50 to 100 yards; to avoid
the rear waves being caught in the enemy's Darrage, these
_iHE?PVElg may be reduced to meet the requirements of the moment.

Rear wayes should move in Artillery formation of seotions,

IV. MOPPERS UP.

"Hoppers up" should follow the second line of a wave.
See Plates MR RN AR L SRR Cand TRES It is considered
Preferable to find them, when possible, fmom the platoons and

®0mpanies whose objectives they are to clear up. If, however,

the numbers required for clearing these objectives are so
Ereat as to deplete unduly the platoons or companies to which {
they are allotted, moppers up must be found from another

®ompany or possibly another battalion. This will usually be

the cage 1n attacking a highly organised position at the

Commencoment of an offensive.

V.,

ALLOTMENT OF OBJTCTIVES. {
Each wave must be allotted a definite objective, and .
®80h component part of each line should have a definite duty to
Perforn acoording to the weapon with which it is armed. Thus,

88 the trench-to~trench attack, the Platoon being given one
Obiective, the Company would have two objectives, the Battalion

to or more. In this way it is possible to ensure that

t
TO0ps are distributed in depth on attaining their objeotive,

a,
"d that the frontage of any commander is not unduly extended.

Vi. THE ASSAULT.
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VI& THE ASSAULT.

‘The Assault may be carried out either by,

(1) The leading wave going straight to the furthest
ohjective, rear whves following it to nearer
objectlves in succession., See-Plate "é".._

or by,
(11) The leading wave heipg directed to avnear objeetive,
rear. waves passing %hrough it to those fﬁrthar away,
i.8. "leap frog". Ses Plate nph,
: In cases wherse there“are only two objactives, the !
first mentioned method 1s usually preferable. See Plate "E",

In ocapes, however, whore there are more than two
objectives, éitﬁer method may-he employed.

In dedidlng which methdd to aﬂopt; a pulding factor
is the distance hetwean }he various objectives.

Iff there is sufficient room for our Artillery
barrage to halt on or short of the further objective; so as
to afford time fof the rear waves to close up under it bf
passing through the leading waves, the second method: above
mentioned will be preferable. This method simplifies the
organisation of "Moppers up". See Plate "D".

If there 1s not sufficient room for our Artiliery
barrage to halt as above indioated,_i@ will usually be
necegsary to adopt the first me thod mentioned above. See
Plate "G". B

It is not neoessary to dilate upon the undesirability
of the barrage crossing an objective before thé waves told off

Tor its capture have olosed up under the barrage.

VII. PLATES AFD NOTES.
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"VII. PLATTS AFD NOTRS.

Filve Flates are attached with explanatory Notes,
shewing 1~
(a) A Platoon in one wave of two lines. 1
(b) 4 Company in two waves af two linea each. |
(6) A Battalion with four objectives, the first wave |
being directed to the furthest.

’ (@) A Battalion with four cbjectives, the firat wave
being directed to a near objective, rear waves passing
through, that is to say - "leap frog".

(e) The Battalion on a broader front, with twe

objectives, the firet wave being directed on the

furthest objective.

ViIz,

CARRIGRS, '
Immediate requirements in prenades and ammunition
‘ &re provided for in each Section of Platoons; over and above

these they must be met by parties from other platoons,

Companiss op battalions as best sults the oase. |

Ix. Tho Comnander-in-Chief directs that the rrineciples |

Outlined in this letter be adopted throughout all Armies in

Frange,
4///%\ y /{
\ I} “;’7)’4 C
4
Gongrg ) Headquarters, Liesutenant General,
It Fevruary, 1917, Os 80’ Se

ing' London
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PLATE “A."

THE PLATOON

Ta.'king an average strength of 36 and H.Q. 4.

(Showing 2 Platoons in 2 Waves, with the right the outer flank).

e 190"

D00DX0D00d 00o00B0000 /#/me

;‘i- % > 1T Wave
J : |
=2
00édbo oo WAEWEB @ @@ @ 27/
/f’ :

{ AAAAAAAS é A A A A A AAA J""b'ﬂe/ﬂfa//ppersupfnrcbewecnk
a

lotted to the 277 Wave)

q =
Oo0oodoooo ocoookoooo 9/ ine

25+ 3 2" Wave

Coootodoe QEEEdaa@E 5%

o) Twe Blass,, >NOTES. Key:
e;dera in ﬂrgrésa“':ie depicted showing the different positions
of 4, he. Platoon | & Hemfld.wm‘as. d Platoon Commander.
9 lingg 5,1, the unit in the assault, moves in One Wave
Wit 2¥ery man - 8 one definite objective, & Platoon Sergeant.
g the “cept'm @ rifleman and a bomber, and in the assaalt, :
"Ri;in rifle ae::?,.‘l of the No. 1 of Lewis Gun, fixes his bayonet. & Section Commander.
o 10ns must i i i
. Bonﬁ;ih“de- 18t be trained either to the Lewis Gun Cl  Rifeman,
“‘;‘;hu, 8 8nd Lewis Gun Sections are on the outer flank of d Lewis Gunner.
Cony,, . Wsap, .
%;Ehtcm_nbly btlf dl:he distance between lines and waves may O Bomber.
the . in enem, educed to lessen the danger of rear waves being
.“‘hee tnk:g :;i“‘t'&ge. the distance being incrensed when ® Rifle Bomber.
‘ ace,
the | Moppe, " A Mopper U
ang Unjg fo'mv:lf' hfullow the second line of a wave and precede T
lmm by It l:::; they are to mop up. - See plates “C" &3 Platoon H.Q.

pl-%l difyg numbers are large they must be found
tha,"&l?jy f;;zg Company or Battalion. S8mall numbers are
(‘q‘lh Mgy Rk from t!Ie' unit for which they are to mop up.

Wde, Y & distinetive badge and have their own

h"&u —
Hing g, = e LI,
. *RE GHQ gy, o

G.S
0.B. No. 1919/T X

»

Ref : Fuller 1 1 00257 55732 King's College London



The birth of the tank (part 4)
Page 59 of 65

Kigs
College
LONDON

The Serving Soldier

!

50"
to
00"

/5% 25*

4

o
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theg eht O

- .
* Printing Co., R.B.

THE COMPANY |

Taking 2 average strength Platoons of 36 O.R. and Coys. H.Q. 14.

w PLATE “B." 1

i o+

——— — 4Line
l

The Cmnpﬂ.ny moves in two waves, has two objectives and is distributed in depth.

M“I‘DEI'N up " follow the second line
UD. Bee plates “C” and “
ompany or Battalion,

" 4 to mop up. They must carry a distinctive badge and have their own Commander.

G.H.Q. 3977 -B.

ISTWAVE
RIS 0

A A A A A A A3%per Moppers yp for the Obe

> Dbjectrve
allotted to ¢ 27 Wave)

J
PR AR

KEY :- ﬂ

& Coy. Commander

BH Coy HQ
-
TR
A Moppers up

r 2% WAVE

Plataon (in 2lines )

NOTES. i

D" If the numbers are large they must be found from ae

of & wave and precede the unit for which they are to ‘
Small numbers are preferably found from the unit for which |

G.8.
0.B. No. 1919/T.
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op up. They must carry s
s instance the orgnnisation of * Mopper
It may be wdvisable to detnil n Compeny from
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PLATE "CT

4 Coy. H.Q. and Battalion H.Q 70.

| /T Wave

| o 4 %ar Furthest objective

2" Wave

@37 Ojective.

[ 37 Wave

| te 2% Ojective.

[ 47 Wave

™or nearest ohiective

Key:
Battalion H.Q: £
Coy. Commender:
Coy. HQ.

| Platoon.

Moppers o1

S

GS
O.B. Nota1mT
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/4

500 19+

/6

the E:L:B&hta.]io,] moves in four
« . turthest objectives, and
‘D gPPers up” follow the s ,
f°llnd - the numbers are large, 4 |
n 011.1 the unit for which tl 1
.thls case the organisatiol J l i
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