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K&k The Serving Soldier

REPORT ON VISIT OF BRITISH MILITARY MISSION TO
THE VOLUNTEER ARMY UNDER GENERAL DENIKIN
IN SOUTH RUSSIA.

I.—DISPOSITIONS AND NUMBERS OF VARIOUS FORCES IN
THE FIELD.

In order to appreciate the situation with a view to future developments, it is
necessary to take into consideration not only the forces actually in the field, but also
those forces which General Denikin hopes to raise and equip during the next few
months.

We have then :—

(i.) Forces AcrvAnLy 1¥ THE FIELD.

(i.) The Volunteer Army operating in the Kuban area, numbering about 50,000
bayonets and sabres.

After mobilization in the present Volunteer Army area is complete, this army will
number about 120,000.

(ii.) The Don Cossacks, operating in the Don area in co-operation but not under
the orders of General Denikin, together with the so-called Astrakhan Army and
Voronej Corps (Southern Army), amounting to 130,000.

It is estimated that these two forces can be raised to about 250,000 bayonets.

See Appendix A (4).

(ii.) Forcrs PARTIALLY MOBILIZED AND OPERATING INDEPENDENTLY.
(i.) The Ukraine Army, which it is estimated caon draw upon 320,000 available

en.
%ii.) The Northern Army about Pskov, estimated at 5,000. (See Appendix A (8).)
t 1s estimated that these two armies could provide 150,000 bayonets.
The estimate of the total maximum numbers available is therefore as follows :—

(i.) Eg]unteer Army 120,000 bayonets.
T

Astrakhan Army 130,000 &
Vorone% (Southern) —_—
WA R 5 e T T
ii.) Ukraine
(ii.) Nor:hel‘f-\}my 150,000  ,
(iii.) Non-Combatants 800,000 i

Grand total ... ..o 1,200,000 M

General Denikin’s estimate of the forces available in the Don and Kuban areas
may be regarded as correct, but the possibility of mobilizing the numbers he suygests
in the Ukraine is remote, especially 1 view of recent events.

See Sketeh Map in Appendix G.

II.—THE POLITICAL SITUATION.

General.—The influence of politics on the military situation hus such far-reaching
effects that it is absolutely essential to obtain a general view of the political situation
as it stands before taking any other proposition into consideration.

During the dismemberment of Great Russia the various districts or governments
which comprised Great Russia seized the long-looked-for opportunity of establishing
local government and gradually proclaimed their independence or autonomy, The
spirit of separatism was fanned by German propaganda and German intrigue. (See
Appendix A (2) ).
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The Volunteer Army.—The Volunteer Army professes to have no politics, but its
first aim is a re-united Russia,

Onee Russia is united a Government is to be formed on democratie lines.

At the same time it must be remembered that members of the old rdgeme, members
of the Cadet Government, and the remnants of Petrograd society are gathered
round the headquarters of the Volunteer Army.

It is inconceivable that any except a very few of the above are in favour of .

returning to the old form of autocratic government : the majority are in favour of a
constitutional democracy, but would agree to any form of government provided the
re-union of Russia is guaranteed,

As a rule the Russian officer does not concern himself with polities.

With the Volunteer Army is incorporated an Administrative Government, or, at
any rate, the nuclens of a Civil Government, which administers part of the Black Sea
and Stavropol Governments.

This government includes men who were well known before the war, such as
Sazonov, Neratov and Shulgin, and is probably eapable of providing a frame-work for an
administrative body fit to (ﬂa] with questions of general policy u.nﬁ of administering the
country asa whole until such time as a Constitutional Government is established.
These men diselaim any reactionary policy and aim at the re-union of Russia. Onece the
re-union is achieved they propose to resign and accept a constitutional government
based on national representation.

Don’ Cossacks.—The attitude of the Don Cossacks is strongly anti-Bolshevik, and
their troops are co-operating with those of the Volunteer Army against the Bolshevik
forces.

It is probable that the Cossacks would be willing to fight as a whole under
General Denikin's command, but are prevented from doing so by the Ataman, General
Krasnov, who was deeply implicated with the Germans, and invited them into
the Don province. He has organized and led the Don Cossacks with some success
against the Red Army.

His present attitude is regrettable because unity of command* is essential for future
developments,

On the other hand, General Bogaievski, the President of the Don Government, is
said to be wholly in favour of placing the Don forces under the supreme command of
General Denikin, and there is good reason to believe that he would have been elected
Ataman in September last lmf it not been for a display of armed force by the Germans
to secure the election of Krasnov.

A conference was held at Ekaterinodar on 13th November, at which were
discussed (i) Unity of Command, and (ii) Centralization of Supply and Equipment.
General Krasnov's representatives flatly declined to agree to either proposition, but
offered to put a bl‘igm‘ﬁ: of infantry and a division of cavalry, equivalent to one-fifth of
the Don forces, under the command of the Volunteer Army, This offer was, however,
refused. The excuse given by the Don representatives was that it was necessary that the
bulk of the Don Cossacks should be at the disposal of the Ataman to maintain order in
the provinces. 7

Georgians,—The Georgians aim at autonomy and are consequently opposed to the
Voluntcer Army.  German influence was very strong in Georgia. The Georgians also
concluded a treaty with Turkey, which ucknowledgu§ their independence.

See Appendix A (7).

Kuban Cossacks. —The Kuban Cossacks have given the Volunteer Army their
whole-hearted support, but a certain amount of friction exists with regard to
adminisiration between the local Kuban Government and the Volunteer Government.
This friction is largely due to the personal ambitions of individuals, and as such is
not to be regarded as serious,

Ukraine.t — The Ukraine is pursuing an anti-Bolshevik policy and maintains a force
in the field against the Bolsheviks. This force was organized by the Germans, but it is
fairly certain that the Germans assisted both sides.

The Ukraine Ataman, Skoropadski, is regarded as an able man, und his sympathies
are said to lean towards the Volunteer Army, though he kept in with the Germans in
order to preserve order in the Ukraine at a critical period. There are a considerable
number of high military authorities and many detachments of officers in the Ukraine
who are in touch with the Headquarters of the Volunteer Army. The latter have been

Notes by General Staff—* KErasnov has now recognizei Denikin as Commander-in-Chief.
1 Skoropadski's government lus fallen,
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placed for the present under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of the Ukraine forces
by General Denikin ; thus it is elear that collaboration between the present Headquarters,
Volunteer Army, and the military authorities of the Ukraine is t'uruulmduwu}. and is
even now furming the subject of negotiations.

It should be remembered that the Ukraine has never suffered the horrors of the
Bolshevik régime, and consequently the feeling against the Bolsheviks is not so bitter ag
in the districts where the Bolsheviks at one time established themselves. L

There is, however, an important party under Potliura called the Samostiniki who
have a distinet leaning towards Bolshevism and represent the Separatist Party of the
Ukraine. This party is apparently gaining strength, and it is a significant fact that
General Count Keller resigued his position as Commander-in-Chief of the forces in the
Ukraine on 27th November. His successor is Lieutenant-General Princs Dolgoruki.

The political situation in the Ukraine is obscure, and much depends on currertt
avents.

See Appendices A (2) and E (3).

The Crimea.—The Crimea became independent on the arrival of the Germans and
expulsion of the Bolshevik forces. The first govermuent supported the Tartar element
to the detriment of the Russian. After the departure of the Germans a new
government was formed who requested the Volunteer Army to send detachments in
order to preserve law and order. This request was complied with, and it is presumed
that the new government is favourably disposed towards the Volunteer Army.

Armenict,—The Armenians are favourably disposed towards the Volunteer Army,
but: their troops from a fighting point of view are not to be relied on.

Siberia,—Admiral Kolchak has recently heen appointed Dictator. The Orenburg,
Ural and Astrakhan Cossacks are in favour of acknowledging the supreme command 1n

the person of General Denikin.

-

.
SumMaRY oF THE POLITICAL SITUATION,

Both the British and Freneh Missions are agreed that in order to achieve any
results, unity of command and unity of purpose are essential. Political parties must
sink their differences until Russia is united. They are equally agreed the Volunteer .
Army, which professes to have no politics, is the only body capable of coping with the
situation, and it is absolutely essentinl that all assistance should be given through them |
and all dealings, military, political and eommercial, should be transacted through the ‘
medium of the Volunteer Avmy. But in order to ensure hhorough and loyal co-opera-
tion, the Ukraine and Don must be represented at headquarters.

To deal with each party independently would merely intensify the diff
which already exist and foster the spirit of separatism.

To arm and equip each party separately would simply assist them to exterminate
each other.

It is erg.]m]ly important that the Allies should declare their policy—and that as
soon as possible. Y g

The Cossacks regard the Allies with suspicion because they are under the
impression that once Russia is united, the Allies intend to dictate what form of

vernment is to be established—a form which may possibly be distasteful to the
Jossacks themselves,

Once all parties are convinced vhat the intention of the Allies is to establish law
and order under & temporary government, and then permit the various ies to unite
under one government, or separite if’ they wish, there should be very little difficulty in
persuading them to unite in their efforts fo defeat the Bolsheviks as a common enemy.

See also Appendix A (2).

T11.—FACTORS AFFECTING THE SITUATION. 2
Finance,—The finances of the Volunteer Army and of the country generally are in
the most chaotic state which can possibly be couceived. This is due to . —
(i Separatist tendencies ot every district. *
(1i.) The absence of eredit.
(1ii.) The ahsence of any form of common coinage or currency.
(iv.) The total absence of any fixed rate of nge.

The Volunteer Government has no means of issuing notes and no credit to back
them

Ref : Russian Civil War booklet 00135 285615 King's College London
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.\'upf,h'w,~1t ia estimated that there is sufficient food in the country to support

an army in the field.

Prices are above normal, but there does not apy

The chief difficulty is transport, due to the disc

secondly, to the fact that the peasant can receive nothing of value in ex
pmducv'-_ and will, therefore, not bring it to market.

<

aar to be any real shortage. ®
nized state of the rallways, and,
change for his

IV.—IMMEDIATE TASKS WHICH CONFRONT THE VOLUNTEER ARMY.
1.—The first and foremost task is to form and bring about & union or agreement

us semi-independent provinees,
and steps taken to ensure mutual support

of the var
A w-uv-rrd pul‘lcy must be ugn:wl upot,
and co-operation.
It is thought by the Russians themselves that the Allies coul
agsistance in this direction.
2. To establish unity of commant
8. Prevent enemy troops entering the

d render invaluable

1 und central control.
Ukraiue, and to attamn the following

objectives :—

(i.) To maintain order and to preve

1i.) To gain sufficient gre yund for strate

(1i.) To preserve the corn-groy ding dist
railway centres from pillage and anarchy-

00ps completely oub of the Caucasus oilfields with a

nt Bolshevism from spreading in the Ukraine.
ical concentrations.
manufacturing towns, and important

4. To drive the enemy tr
view i—

(i.) To ensuring the oil supply for the railways.

(1i.) To denying oil fuel to the enemy. ot

(iii.) To opening up esmmunications with the Caspian Sea and the Siberian Army.

5. To organize and equip @ sufficient force for an advance on Moscow and
Petrograd.

See Appenc ammary of the situation.

lix A (5) for the strategical &

v._INTENTIONS AND CONDITION OF THE BOLSHEVIK FORCES.
It is In‘ob:\hla that the immediate intentions of the Bolshevik forces are :—

(i.) To drive the Volunteer Army out of the Cis-Caucasian area to secure the
oilfields and the corn district between Stavropol and Ekaterinodar. Owing
to the mildness of the climate in this area, 1¢ 18 possible that the Bolsheviks

may adopt this {Jlun as a winter campaigu.

(ii.) To advance into the Ukrain® in order to seize the corn and manufacturing
districts and prevent the Volunteer Army from mobilizing in this area an
preparing for & further campaign.

conditions in the north bring warlike operations to

The fact that the climatic
s the Balsheviks to concentrate against the

a standstill during the winter enable

Caucasus and the Ukraine. -
The Bolshevik forces number nppromrﬂ&t&l_y’ 430,000 bayonets, 25,000 sabres and

1,120 guns. -
All figures with regard to the Bolshevik foreés must be accepted with reserve

because they vary considerably from day to day, and it is almost impossible to arrive at

a correct estimate.
On the other hand, they appear to be well armed and Wlﬂippud.
Up till quite recently the Bolshevik forces were regarded by the Volunteer Army

as armed bands, but now it is universally accepted that they have much impruve,d and

that they are well trained. This is due to the fact that the Germans took them in

hand and that a large number of German officers and instructors are still in the field

fighting with the Bolsheviks.
The Volunteer Army uare anxious

to withdraw them.

A number of Russian officers, including officers of the former Greneral Staff, are also
fighting_on the side of the Bolsheviks. This is partly due to the fact that the
Bolsheviks have compelled them to join up under severe penalties, and partly to the
f money and the fear of starvation. i

that the German Government should be forced

want ¢
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As their policy is one of destruct ion, it is probable that the transport and supply
question with the Bolsheviks is acute

Famine is known to exist in Petrograd and Moseow and, probahly, in other towns.
g ; A

. ° They are also short of clothing.
| The appearance of the Allies in the Black Sea has created a profound impression
among the Bolsheviks,
o P This is confirmed by agents and & speech made by Trotski at Moscow on the

19th November, 1918,

Extracr from the (g Caucasian District,” 17th-30th November, 1918

*“Our forces,” says Trotski, * notwithstauding their large numbers, have now
lost their significarice, The fact of the matter is that, owing to the fall of
Germany, the Anglo-French power has Brown to an immeasurable extent. At the
present moment the rumour of the arrival of even a small Allied force would be
sufficient to create such a colossal impression in the ranks of the Red Army, that it
would be almost impossible to induce them (the Red Army) to fight.

“Touching the question of the Ukraine, Trotsk; by gar by saying that up to
a million troops were dispersed on the Ukraine and Don fronts. These troops,
however, have lost heart to a marked degree, and it is impossible to persuade them
to advance,

“After a lengthy debate, a resolution was passed to the effect that
revolutionary Russia is menaced by a fl1-=tn]]3' danger on the part of the Allies.”

See also Appendix A (3).

VL—SUMMARY OF ASSISTANCE REQUIRED FROM THE ALLIES,

The Volunteer Army look to the Allies for assistance ag follows :—

(i.) WaR MaregriaL.
Immediate assistance to enable them to maintain their present forces in the field.
“ The immediate provision of all kinds of war material is 4 question of great urgency.
Lists have been prepared, and are submitted in o separate report,*

b (ii.) Troops.

(The Mission lll'](ll\)ll( no promise of troops, and peinted out that the employment
of foreign troops was highly uansiruhlu.)

Immediate assistance wigh the object of maintaining order,
of Bolshevism and covering g general mobilization,

The numbers required are estimated as follows :-

To cover the main lines of advance on Moscow

and Petrograd

To  garrison mobilization areas—Bakhmut,

ikaterinoslay, Chernigov, Kiev, Kharkoy,

Jitomir, Beamumhiu, Minsk and Baltie

Provinces (2 Divisions)

To maintain cummuniumions—Khnrkuv, Kiev,

Minsk and Balic Provinces * 4 Cavalry Divisions,

Garrison for Black Seq Ports ... 1 Infantry Division.

Gurrison  for Trans-Caueasian Oilfield  about

Tiflis and Baky A 1 Infantry Division.

Total=18 Infantry and 4 Cavalry Divisions,

See Appendix A (5) for further details, also Sketeh Map G.

preventing the spread

5 Infantry Divisions,

11 Infantry Divisions.

3 (iii.) Fixance.
Assistance in the shape of .—
(a.) Loans or guarantees in order to establish credit.
(0.) Means of printing notes,
See Appendix B.
* This report is not printed, but all necessary action is being tuken,
(t765)

King's College London
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(iv.) Rarnways.

Material of all kinds is required, but the requirements involve technicalities heyond
the scope of this report.

See Appendix C.

VIL—CONCLUSIONS.

After having carefully studied the situation the Military Mission recommend the
following measures as imliupausublu. It must, however, be remembered that owing to 1
lack of time the Mission were unable to verify information reesived.

1. As a result of interviews with M. Qazonov* (late Minister for Foreign Affairs),
Mr. Beech (Pmsisluut of the Kuban Government), re Jresentatives from General Krasnovy
(Attaman of the Don Cossacks), General Bogaievsl i (President of the Don Cossack
Government) and various individuals, including British residents whose' knowledge of
the situation is unquuntiunuhla, the Mission have come to the conclusion that the
Volunteer Ariny, the Kuban Cossacks, the Don Cossacks, the Ukraine and the Crimea
are all striving towards a common goal, viz, the extermination of Bolshevism. They
held apart by minor differences of policy chiefly due to the parﬂmm\
sain individuals. The pclitir:u.l situation is delicate, and the Mission are
Jolitienl representatives should be sent by the Allies in order to bring
1 dispel the mutual distrust of the several .luasi.uutmn-mnu:

.

are, ll‘\‘ve\'ﬂ['
ambitions of cer
of opinion that |
about the co-operation ant

States.
9. The Mission further considers that it is absolutely essential that the Allies
should declare and make known their policy with the least possible delay in order to
enlist the whole-hearted support of the various independent States who Tave recently
obtained local government and who mistrust the Allies because they fear that some
sort of government will be imposed upon them with which they have no sympathy.

3. That the policy of the Allies must be resolute, determined, show unity of

purpose, and admit no differences whatsoever.
4 That the supreme command be vested in General Denikin, that all forces be
laced unreservedly at his disposal (this has already been done by the Kuban
Government) and that each State or district be re| resented on a War Council of which
i Tilitary Missions will also be members.

5 representatives of the Allied M 1

ial sent out by the Allies be distributed under the orders of
d under the auspices of the supreme command. his
various States. The action of

to be supervised by rapresautatives of the Allies in order to emsure &

a central committee forme:
committee shall include mprasentutivns from the
this committee
suitable distribution.

6. That a financial eommittee be sent by the Allies to place the financial status on

a sound basis. :
7. That a commercial and industrial commission be sent from England to establish

British commercial and industrial prestige in the markets of Southern Russia.
| 'and industrial committee be formed at Headquarters

g. That a central commercial }
comprised of represenmtivas from the Allies and various Russian States.

il.) To promote economy and to organize commerce and industry generally.

2.) To prevent « gornering " and illieit profiteering.

(8.) To organize the distribution of material and ensure that goods from abroad
reach the consumer by the shortest possible means.

(4;) To organize the export of material from Raussia.

9. That a Railway Mission be sent as soon as possible to ascertain and deal with

the technical re uirements. This should form part of the Military Mission.
10. That all Russian railways be placed under central control in order to facilitate
ook for military purposes and the distribution of material.

the concentration of rolling st
11. That a permanent Military Mission be established with the Volunteer Armi

and that officers be sent to visit or establish liaison with the various States i
after their interests and keep the Mission at Headquarters informed.

12, That the Allies despatch war material and other necessities even in small
ce, in order that the Volunteer Army and existing forces may maintain

quantities at on
their present position in the field.
(Signed) A. P. BLACKWOOD, Lieut.-Colorul,
General Staff.

(lONSTANTINOPLE,
6th December, 1918.

1T R 4 Soe Appendix B (1.
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DIARY OF MISSION TO VOLUNTEER ARMY, 18ts NOVEMBER, 1918,
TO 5ru DECEMBER, 1918

18th November.—Captain Blake and Lieutenant Craig left Salonika by s.s:
“ Burrlyﬁeld " at 1730 hours for Mudros, earrying letter from General Milne to Genera
Denikin,

19th November.-—Arvived Mudros 0800 hours.  Transhipped to FLM.S. ** Hagel,"
which left Mudros at 1800 hours for Constantineple.

20th November.—At sea.  Lieut.-Colonel Blackwood, 12.8.0., joined the party at
Chanak at 1815 hours.

21st November.—Arrived Constantinople 0800 hours.  Lieut.-Colonel Blackwood
went on board H,M.S. * Superb” and learned from Naval Chief of Staif that H.M.x,
o Li\‘rl'pou]," with French eruiser, ** llrnest Renan,” UUIIVU'\'E.I\_‘_[ French \Iilimr_\' Mission,
and two British destroyers were leaving the same day at 1400 hours for Novoerossisk.
Impossible to land and report personally to General Oficer Commanding, Allied Forces.

Party transferred to H.M.S. * Liverpool” at 1815 hours, At 1400 hours left
Constantinople.

29mnd November,— At sea, Sketched out ]l]un nl'upe:'utiuns for Mission,

28rd November.—Arrived Novorossisk at 1500 hours

24th November,—Called on Militur‘\' Governor of Novorossisk at 1130 hours.
Civic aud military reception on quay at 1800 hows. Lunch offered by town and
military authorities, 1400—1900 Lr)urs. Left by special train for Ekaterinodar at
midnight.  Met General Erdeli in the train and usk:-.tIX him to arrange that we should
be received by Gieneral Denikin® at the earliest possible moment and be excused from
as much of the festivities as possible.

25th November.—Arrived Ekaterinodar 0930 hours.  Reception at railway station
by civil and military representatives. Received by Kuban Rada in the Theatre at
1100 hours. Called on General Romanovski, Chief of the Staff of the Volunteer Army,
at 1145 hours. Called on General Demkin at 1200 hours. Ceremonial luuch given
by the Headquarters, Volunteer Army, 1300—1330 hours. Display by Cossacks
1530—1630 hours.  Tea offered by the Hetman of the Kuban Cossacks at 1645 hours.
Combined confercnee of British and French representatives with General Romanovski,
Chief of Staff, 1800—1930 hours. After departure of French officers, arranged with
Chief of Staff to hold a series of conferences with heads of departments concerning all
questions, to commenee at 1100 hours, 26th November.

26th November.—Interviewed British subjects and obtained information concerning
local prices for food, &e. Also received parcel of maps of the district. At 1100 hours
conference with the Inspector-General of Intendance and the heads of all his depart-
ments. Explained to them the scheme of work and the form in which we wished to
receive all information. Detailed exposition promised for 28th November in order to

%&W us time to study it before leaving. Colonel Zvegintsov attached to the British

ission as liaison officer,

Dinner en jamille with General Denikin at 1500 hours. At 1800 hours
conference with Chief of Stafl, Inspector-General of Artillery and General FErdeli to
explain our scheme of work for the remaining departments, particularly of those
departments which are directly under the General Staff. Arranged for Lieutenant
Craig to be put into direct communication with the Chief of the Intelligence Depart-
ment. Arranged conferences for 27th November with Ministries of Railways, Commerce
and Finance.

27th November.—DBritish aud French Missions laid wreaths on grave of General
Alexeiev in the cathedral, and the spot where General Kornilov was killed, just outside
Ekaterinodar.

1200 hours, Conference with Minister of Commerce concerning the re-opening of
commercial relations and numerous questions of a commereial and semi-military nature
Arranged that he should present a report on the resources and reserves of supplies in
the country before our departure.

Received a Serbian officer who desired to arrange for the return home of Serbians
in this territory.

1800 hours.  Conference with Minister of Finance concerning present financial
position and his proposals for the future.  Arranged with him that he should present
a written report on the whole quaﬁtinn.

2200 hours. General Levshin called and gave us the latest information concerning
the ** Dunsterforee,” the Viadikavkaz Mission and the geueral poﬂitiu:u in the Tereﬁ
region, and diseussed means of communication with Baku.

(0758) B2
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Lieutenant Craig arranged with the Army Headuarters 1" and the Minister of
War to receive information on all subjects concerning enemy forces,

98th November.—1000 hours, Conference with Chief of Red Cross Organization
on subjeet of the supply of medical material, &e. In view of different position of
Red Cross Society in %{u%sin from their position in England, requested him to combine
his requests with those of the Chief of the Medical Department.

1100 hours, Conference with Director of Railways concerning condition and
needs of railways. He explained at length the general position and promised a detailed
written report.

1200 hours. Five Englishmen, representatives of oil firms in the Maikop district,
called and gave some information re the state of the oil industry.

1400 hours. Mr. Hopper, of Moscow, recently arrived in Ekaterinodar from the
Kislovodsk area, called am{) gave a great deal of general information concerning the
political, military, financial and economic situation in the (faueasus.

Lieutenant Craig obtained information concerning present political and military
conditions in Caucasus from General Liakhov.

29th November.—Interviewed representatives from British firms in South Russia.
Saw the General i/c intendance, and looked through the reports drawn up for us by his
department, .

1700 hours. Called on Mme. Alexeieva, and there met an officer who informed us
that a British wounded officer (Lieutenant Garfield) is at Ghelenjik, near Novorossisk,
doing intelligence work. Made arrangements to meet him at Novorossisk on 2nd
December, together with Lieutenant Craig.

Courier from Baku arrived, and was kept for the present at our disposition.

30th November.—Interviewed M. Sazonov on political affuirs, likewise Beoch,
President of the Kuban Government. Further information re Terek region from
General Linkhov.  Obtained maps from General Staff.  I[nterview with Mr, Hopper,
who explained the plan of forming a commercial committee of prominent commercial
and industrial magnates to regulﬂ.t.re the whole question of imports, exports, shipping,
financs, &c., between Russia and the Allies.

\st December.—M. Lebedey, Minister of Commerce, brought his report, and
explained certain points, M. Shuberski brought his report on railways. Count
Uvarov presented his report on the needs of the Red Cross and medical organizations.
General Smagin, the representative with the Volunteer Army of the Don Cossacks,
called to deliver u message from General Krasnov inviting the British Mission to visit
the Don Cossack Headquarters at Novotcherkassk. With him came Colonel Yanovski,
with a message from General Bagayevski, bead of the Don Government, to the same
effect. Promised to transmit the message to the right authority.

General Romanovski, Chief of Staft, called to request to ;mat&}nu our departure for
one day in order that the various reports might be w:llplet&*d. e called on General
Denikin in order to pay a farewell visit.  Captain Blake and Lieutenant Craig left for
Novorossisk at 2300 hours.

and December.—Arrived Novorossisk 1300 hours. Met by Mr. Gulmuyden,
British Consul, and informed that torpedo-boat destroyer arrives at 1000 hours,
3rd December.

Lieutenant Garfield did not appear. Discussed various matters concerning British
commerciul enterprises with the Consul, Lieutenant Craig left for Ekaterinodar hy the

night train.

3rd  December. — Lieut.-Colonel Blackwood arrived at Novorossisk with
reports from Headquarters Volunteer Army. Met Lieutenant Garfield, who is not a
British officer.  Received documenta from him. Left on torpedo-boat destroyer at 1600
hours for Constantinople.

Ath December. — At sea,

5th December.—Arrived Constantinople at 1130 hours.
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APPENDICES.

APPENDIX A (1.)

SHORT HISTORY OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE VOLUNTEER ARMY, TOGETHER WITH
T3 POLITICAL CREED.

The Volun
object {
wage 5
which were politically sane.

In the Don region, which was chosen ag ita base, the Army encountered st
‘m(‘uiim‘ and inept Bolshevism of the ck masses, The army melted. there
in ocder to svoid destructions it had to leave the ROSTOV region on 9th/2ind F
Kuban region.

Then began the marvellons march of the small but determined force, which cor sted almost cxelnsively
of oficers, who fought ns private soldiers. abandoned their families and made straight for death or serious
wounds solely for the sake of a rod idea—the salvation of the fatherland

Suffering every possible privation, without rest or respite day or night. surrounded by a
Bolshevik bands, deprived of a base, the army hacked its way towards FK ATERINODAR by u se
and bloody hatiles.

But Bkaterinodar had fallen on 28th Februnry/18th March, The political situation in the Kulun was
very little bettor than on the Don.  The material of war was diminished steadily day by and the capture
of fresh material from the Bolsheviks was the only source of supply. It was paid for in blood.

Many fell, and behind the army stretehed an extraordinarily long column of wounded (at tires as many
as 1,300) which wns a terrible impediment to any kind of military operations. Nevertholess, after covering
hundreds of al times crossing the railway line, forcing & crossing over the Kuban river a1 UST-
LABA and inflicting a series of heavy blows on the Bolsheviks. the army s led in effecting a junction
with the troops of the Kuban Government, which then entered into the composition of the Volunteer Army.

After inflicting three more blows on the Holsheviks, General Korniloy suddenly took the army over the
Kuban River ay ELIZAVETINSKAYA, and on 28th March/Lith  April, advanced to the storm of
EKATERINODAR.

The Rolsheviks had, however, concentrated their enormous furces with inexhaustible supplies of
. ’ material. The umeven struggle dragged on, the numbers steadily dwindled and war materialr were alinost

exhansted ; also alirming rumours began to arise on all sides thet the army was completaly surronn lad.

Ou 318t March/18th April, the brilliant commander, General Kornilov. wa killed ; thus ¢ a wnn of
extraordinary personal bravery and strong will, who had served his unhappy conntry with unfailing singleness
of purp

This disaster, togethe: with the difficult position of the army, lowered still more the spirit of the troops.

On 818t Marchy/1dth April, General Denikin took over the command of the Volunteer Army and decided,
in view of the general situation, to give up the attock and withdraw the army.

The first big suceess, gained by General Markov at MEDVYEDOVKA at once raised the spirits of the
troops, and then by a series of rapid murches and demonstrations, which involved four crossings of the
railway, the Army broke throngh the solid ring of Bolsheviks almost without loss, and on 18th/81st April,
having completed its firet Kuban campnign, concentrated in the region of SREDNI YEGORLYK on the
borders of the Don and Koban distr and the Stavropol Government,

About this time the (iermans occupied ROSTOV and some other points in the Den region and thus a
thorny question at once faced the Volunteer Army, f.e.. their attitnde towards the Germans, who were now
such near neighbours. The new trial, this time a trial of political good faith and honour, the army
withstood brilliantly ; notwithstanding frequently repeated attempts on the part of the Germans to enter
into negotiations with the Army Commaud, these attempts were always repulsed although th y the army
was deprived of n means of satisfying their erying need of materials of war, but it remained troe to its
brilliant Allies.

The Don region, which had begun at the end of March to throw off the yoke of the Bolsheviks had, by
the month of May, obtained covsiderable successes, and gradually slso the political and constitutional
conscience began to wake up in the Knban,

After rest and reinforcement by the arrival of fresh volunteers and the junction of fresh units which

- " arrived from tte Roumanian front, the army began to prepare for the second Kuban march with the object
of liberating from the Bolshevika the northern part of the Don region and lnter the Kuban.

After concentrating around METCHETINSKAYA station, to the number of 4,000 bayonets, 4.500
sabrog, 20 guns, the army moved eastwards, having in front of it a force of more than 30,000 of the enemy
and SOROKIN'S group 40,000 strong on its fank around BATAISK.

13 5 . By the capture of TORGOVAYA station and the defent of the rnemy at SHABLIEVSKAYA on the
same day, 12th/25th June, and inflicting another defeat upou him on 15th June at VELIKOKN-
YAZHESKAYA, the army had secured for itself a base for future operations towards the south, had cut off
Kuban and Kuban Bolsheviks from Soviet Russia, aud thus deprived them of reinforcements from the north.
Then followed a number of sharp engagements at POLIVYANNI, RAZVILNI and PESTCHANO-
KOPSKAYA. On 28rd June/6th July the enemy was heavily defeated after stubboru fighting at BY ELAYA
GLINA, and on 1st/14th July the Volunteer Army after turuing both flanks of the enemy took the
TIKHORYETSKAYA railway junction, which connects the Kuban with the rest of Russia sod at which
the encmy had accumulated immense stores of war material, . i

which was formed in No 1917, on tha Don by General Alexeiov, took as its
ssin by means of the creation of a strong, patriotic dis slined army, which should
the Bolsheviks and depend for its support npon the classes of the population

pet ATmy,

mg opposition from the
no reinforeements : and,
broary and meve into the

ep ring of
s of biteer
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A8 §0on &s it entersd the Kuban region, the army quickly began to grow ; the Cossacks rose and joined
the army, coming over in detachments, sometimes n by whole regiments,

Further operstions were developed in three directions, i..., along the railway towards KUSHCHEVKA,
EK ATERINODAI and KAVKAZKAYA. By Ath/18th July the srniy had ocoupied the following junctions : -
SOSYKSKI i tho first-named direction and KAVKAZEKAYA in the third ; anl in KAVKAZKAYA o great
deal of rolling stock was capiured.

The Saviet Authorities and the Red troops were driven from STAVRUPOL and our
took possession of the town. Operstions developed further on the right flan 4 U
ocoupiod on 10/h/z8rd July aud YEISK on 12th/26th July; thus the whole of AZOV and ZADONYE was L]
cleared of the enemy.

The clearing of the ZADONYE liberated the southern front of ti
was immadiately transferred to the northern front, which was serionsly m

In the (‘sucasns direction ARMAVIR was temporarily occupied on 14
here for about 3 months v concluded on 14th/27th Uctober.

Don Army, and part of that army
soed.
7th July, but fighting continued

Meanwhile about 15th/28¢th July the main body of SOROKIN'S foroe, about 40,000 strong was conegn-
trating TIMOSHEVSKAYA station and hegan an advance in south-east direction, capturing the stations of
KORENOVSEAY STANICHNAYA on 16th/20th July. After a series of stubborn fights round

KORENOVSKAYA

A and VYSELKI, lnsting until 26th July/Sth August, this group of the enemy wag
defeated wnd part of the Volunteer Army advanced and captured ERATERINODATR oy 2nd/L5th August.
On LLth/24th August, the cavalry on the right i occupicd TEMRUK, after defenting the TAMAN
gronp of the enemy. At the same time, on the left flank our troops broadened their puwd a terre at
STAVROPOL towards the wess, south aud east, and extended theis occupation as far as the Kuban river in
the westerly direction.
Thus, by 116h/24th August, all the ground on the right bank of the KUBAN river from BARSUKOV-
SKAYA to the mouth of the river had been eleared of Bolsheviki.
¢ aieiny, tetreating after this defeat at EKATERINODAR. was yand the Volunteer Army
s operatious over to the left bank of the KUBAN river and occupied the railway junction of
KRYMSKAYA; 1a9th/26th August, the Volunteers occupied NOVOROSSISK and ANAPA, and on
pptember TUAPSE, whete the which had
till then 1 operating with the Georgian troops.
One gronp of cuvaley, starting from I‘IK.\TERE‘W_)U AR, had before 30th August/12th September cleared
. left bank of the KUBAN river, and both bauks of the LABA ronghly left of a line TIFLISKAYA—
BT HOPAVLOVSKAY A ; roup captired BYELORYECHENSKAY A and MATKOP on 26th August/
#th September. A
Mearwhile the group of the enemy which was retreating from TUAPSE, and had increased to a force of
about $0,000, was moving through the KHODYZHENSKI Pass towards MAIKOP and BYELORYECILEN-
SKAYA. After s sucoession of very bitter encounters this Lﬂnﬂ}) was driven castwards, and towards the
end of September our troups had occupied the middle course o ihe LABA river. At the same time our
irregrular bauds ocoupied the souihern portion of the BATALPASHINSKAYA region and eaunsed the Cossack
population to rise agsinst the Bolsheviks. |
¥rom 1st/14th October onwards the Army commenced its last operutions in the KU
expulsion of the Bolsheviks beyoud the limics of the territory. Asg the enemy at this time re
ments in the nortl, he began to press the Volunteer and I
menncing the communications near TORGOVAYA Station this rendered necessary a strengthening of the
Jaft finule at the axpete of the centre, fr, STAVROPOL. While this advance of the enemy in the neigh- |
bourhood of TURGOYAYA was being dealt with about the middle of October. and he was driven back
eastwards, our temporary weakuess in the centre led to the capture of STAVROPOL by the ensmy, This
widened the aims of the operation and sut the Army a new task—to retake STAVROPOL ut all costs.
The recapture of STAVROPOL was dictated by two considerations :—
(1) The importance of having in our hands the rich surronnding district, which was one of the great
sources of the supply of menand muterial for the Army. N
(2.) The moral effect. 1 was necessury to upbold the authority of the Army in the eyes of the
Russian population of the STAVROPOL Government and to make them believe in its strength.
Apart from thar, without the possession of the STAVROPOL district the borders of the Kuban district
could ot be guartteed against fresh ineursions of Bolshevist bands.
ARMAVIR was taken on 14¢h/27th (ctober, and by 27th October/ith November, after a number of
brilliant victories, formidable Bolshevist forces were heavily defeated and finally driven from the left
bank of the Kuban river, aud on 25th October/10th November the last village of the Kuban district was
cleared of Bolsheviks.
The STAVROPOL operations demanded all our exertions aud eansed us considerable losses, for the
Army was facing the enemy's TAMAN Army, which was 80,000 strong, and was composed of their best
troops both in moral and training.
After stubborn fighting, STAVROPUL was captured by us on 2nd/15th Navember and by the 12th/25th
the enemy had been driven back a distance of two or three marches to the East.
At present the Yolunteer Army occupies the eastern portion of the K
the north-west portion of the Stavropol Government.
"The Stavropol group of the enemy, which has been very severely handled, recvived after the fighting an
unexpected reinforcement from the TEREK region, where the Bolsheviks had succeedod in driving ont the
troops of occupation, part of which were united with the Volunteet Army.
In & general summary of the main work accomplished by the Volunteer Army during a period of five
months, sinoe the beginning of the seeond KUBAN march, the following should he noted :—
A hapdful of trie Russians, 8,000 strong, full of s firm faith and a high spitit, had little by little become {
eouverted into n considerable foree, which now counts 50.000 fighting men in its ranks.
Almost entirely without even the most el y ities of war, depending chiefly for the
replenishaent of their supplies on their successes, this army, in the space of half a year, waged a successful
sirnggle aguinst o force of the cuemy which was many tines superior to their vwn, and at times excecded
100,000 men.
Having aimed at (he liberation fiuni the enemy of the southern portion of the Don region. and then of
the whole of the KUBAN district, the army carried out its plan without the slightest ontside help,
[ addition, it liberated from the lsolsﬁevika the NOVOROBSISK and TUAPSE districts of the Black

}

carried

were joimed by part of the cons

, detachment:

Jon Armies south of Lake M

AN district, STAVROPOL and

Sea Government and the nortli-west part of the Stuvropol Governtient.
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No. tons. tons.
101, Prevesa Lo . Svatoi Nikolai .. . 7468
102, — = . . o e . Boris

. - 108. Tog boat .. . e 5 3.000

104, Roi Albert. .
105, Tigress .
106, Violetta
107, —

36. Rim

rbia .s . 3 Dobicha i Ik 12,000
Athene® - Princess Evgeniya Oldenburgskays
Amalia Korol Albert i
140, Kore 1 Alexander

2,000

2,600

4,000
” % 2,000

i e Konstantsa 4 2,000

126, Vostochnays Zvezds . o Turn Severin - - o 3,000
127. Michael .. e o s Dobrudjs .. .t o o 3,000
128. Prepodobni Bergei s A 870 Yassi s - i S 2,800

All those marked with an asterisk (*) have withdrawn.

Sail and Motor Barges.

No,
Imperator Alexander L 178. Belguzar.
Burevestnik. 179. Baldji.
Pamyat Azova. 180, Dervish.
5 181, Apostle Philip.
74. Levatos. 182, Svatoi Georgii.

Ivan Burkhard. 183, Klavdiya.
. Probujdenie. 184. Sergei Vitte.
Alexander Nevaki.
» P Vice-Admiral KHOMENKO.

(Verified by) Flag Commander. (Signature.)

Audited and found correct—(Signed)
W. Lesepev.

Russian Volunteer flect ships trangferved for the use of the British Government. £
“ Nijni Novgorod,” * Tula,” ** Kishinev,” * Jana,” * Indigirka,” * Tobolsk " and * Orel” £ 1,003,475
« Kursk,” * Mogilev,” « Novgorod,”  Ekaterinoslav,” * Krasnoyarsk,” * Kamenetsk-Podolsk,”
« Vologda,” « Omsk,” “ Irtish,” * Voronej,” “ Tambov ” and * Yaroslav AR 7 .. 4,541,510

Ships of tha Vladivostok Line.

# Sighan,” * Stavropol,” ** Penza,” “Simbirsk,” * Iver,” ©

w Erivan,” * Kolma,” * Vitim,” * Mangugai,” * Variv
and * Eldorado™, .. . e + s

aferopol,” * Tomsk,” * Astrakhan,”
al,” “ Georgii,” “ Orel,” * Chefoo ™

s . e o . 1,484,955
Besides these, two ships ordered in America have not been received.

(Signed) W. LEBEDEV.

Excrosore LI
Details concerning Exports and Imports for the Allied Command in localities under the control of the
Voluntear Army.
From the 1st December, 1918, to the 1st July, 1919,

Compiled by the Commercial, Industrial and ."mgply Depariment of the Special Commission attached to the

Staff of the Commander-in-Chief of the Volunteer Army.
General information.—Before the war our commercial balance gave a considerable turnover, sufficient to
cover the deficits on our imports.
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(4.) Tha impossihility of obtaining all requis
ohietly to the lack of transport.

(5.) The chaotic state pf finance, due to the Russian and Ukrainian Governments not having met their
liabilities for the supply of fuel.

(6.) The limited productiveness of labour, partly due to the reasons stated in paragraphs 1 and 2.

tes for the working of a mine, due to the lack of same, but

Notwithstanding the small output of the mines, the reserve of coal is increasing and has now attained
120,000,000 poods (2,000,000 tons). This reserve, together with the current output, would guarantee the
5 o supply of fuel to the railways in the regions freed of Bolsheviks and to the Russian shipping in the Black
Sen. The problem of dispatching fuel along the railways and exporting it to the ports (MARIUPOL,

NOVOROSSISK, NIKOLAEY, UDESSA) owing to the lack of transport has still to be faced.

The blast furn are inactive owing to the impossibility of obtaining supplies (fuel, &c.). On 2-3
works slight activity is displayed by the newly organized departments,

The reserve of ore at the KRIVOI ROG Mines attains 100,000,000 poods (1% million tons), but no
work is carried on. Taking into consideration the impossibility of foundering being earried out on a large
seale in the near future, part of the ijron ore could be exported abroad. The lack of transport renders this
impossible,

The establishment of industry in the Donetz Basin is possible, but great effort and time will be

necessary.
To attain this, first of all it is imperative :—

(1.) To eatablish law and order, ensured by s strong police, and the assurance of the impossibility of
the return of Bolshevism. This can be achieved by an immediate occupation of the centre by
trustworthy Russian or Allied garrisons and by organizing town and district police, bucked by &
strong government. It is important to note that at the present moment the ocoupation of centres
by garrisons would be an easy matter, owing to the absence of resistance. Later, however, it ia
probable that the Ukraine will have to be reclaimed.
(2.) The organization of the transport by supplying rolling stock and lubricating materials. Of course,
the above-stated measures are insufficient for the re-establishment of the Donetz Basin industry,
but without these measures all others will lead to nothing.

Exovosvke 1X,

List or Awricres of Primary Negessity which should be imported into the Governments of KUBAN,
TEREK, STAVROPOL and the BLAUK SEA, into the ORIMEA and the DON Cossack Provinces in the
courss of six months from the 1st of December, 1918, to the 1st June, 1919,

¢ .
(1.) Manufactured articles— Tous.
Textile goods (80,000,000 metres) .. e s, i % .. 09,000
Light dress materinls (80,000,000 metres) .. * .. . - .. 90,000
Heavy materials (30,000,000 metres) . . . e we 120,000
L] L] Ready-made linen (1,000,000) e e e o = 500
Rendy-made clothing (400,000) .. s . v LOOO
o . . - . «s 266,500
(2.) Thread—
Reels (300,000 gross).. e .s e s =8 e e 2,600
For tacking, black and white (800,000 gross) s =% o (o 200
Total. . o e 3 s ), . < ok 2,700
(8.) Footwear and goloshes—
Ready-made boots (500,000 poirs) .. . s .e e e 2,000 -
Winter goloslies (2,000,000 pairs) .. o et as o 2000
Summer goloshes (1,000,000 pairs) .. 4 v . " . 750
Total, . a' e o “e . . .e R 4,750
(4.) Tea—

8 [ Chinese or Ceylon tea e . Y v = e o 5,000
Black tea e e e ss . . . . . 2500
Total .. a o . . . . . . 7,600

o L]

{6.) Stationery, §o.—

Writing paper .. ) i v e e B . va 200
Pencils, lead (500 groes) s 1 . « . e 10
Pen nibs (50,000 boxes) & . . 25
Total .. 4 o o o 5 . 285
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(6 ) dgricultural muchinery and tmplements—
Various reapers, 5,000 = aw v e - o
Various reapers and binders, 5,000 ., o &4 & o
Various mowing machines, 10,000 .. E . A e tid 5,000
Rakes, 2,000 : e 5 g P F i) iy 1,000
Various forks, 100,000, , = et = s ¥ aa < 150
Hatchets. varions ; 50,000 . = 4 - i
Traction engines, 200 .. .e .. . . we .
Petrol-motors, 500 .. 4 e ot - .. . .
Tractors and accessories, 500 as 4 ) oy 5 )
Spare parts and adaptable fittings for agricultural implements .. o
Total .. 25 e . .n . . . .o 22,150
(7.) Miscallansous goods—
Cord for binding sheaves .. e e . o e - 2,000
Tin o we e o . . T o e 200
Lead 5 < o = . . i 5 e 100
Babite 7., . - =t e s s . s 300
Carpenters’, cabinet makers’ instruments, &c. s s e wi 1,000
Machinery, engraving slabs, colouring and special paper. all for the
preparation of paper money .. A s s < 1,000
Newspaper .. % e ws oy - . P i 200
Machinery for the weaving of cloth and cotton goods .. o o 3,000
Total .. . . . . . .o e - 8,800
Approximate quantity of goods requiring to be imported during six months :—
1. Manufactured goods . . .. . . 3 .o 266,500
2. Thread s 7 o P e . o S - 3,700
3. Footwear and goloshes .. e i o o o R
4. Tea .. oo . e
5. Stationery, &e, .. 3l vy
6. Agricultural machinery and implements. . s R
7. Miscellaneous goods 3 o ) P

Total . . i 5 e .o .. - e

The average of 52,000 tons monthly to be imported.

(Signed) W. LEBEDEV.

APPENDIX E (1).

INTERVIEW WITH M. SAZONOV, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

Points discussed :—

(L) Awvs or tae VOLUNTEER ARMY.

United Russia.—Ilis personal view is that a4 constitutional monarchy is the only form of Government
which has any chance of success or reasonable stability. A large measure of local antononiy should be
granted to the various provinees, but not so much as to create anything like a series of independent States.
Sazonov inclines towards the British form of government rather than to the French, and he considers the
American even dangerous to Russis. There are many signs that in the South steps are being taken towards
realizing unity on some such b

United mititary command.—The persoval ambitions of a numker of semi-independent leaders of anti-
Bolshevik forces | delayed the realization of the above ideal, but between the aims of the various bodies
of troops and population thero is no distinction whatsoever. The mere appearance of the Allied representa-
tives has already done a great deal towards turning the minds of these leaders towards the question of union
and sinking their personal differences and ambitions. The difficulty with General Krasnov is exactly this

rsonal one, and it could be at once overcome by the appointment of such a person as the Grand Duke
Nicholas as Commander-in-Chief, but on the other hand, the appearance of the Grand Duke at this moment
would be extremely dangerous, as it would alienate the sympathies of all those who fear a return to
1 y or anything bling o

(2.) Tae Arrwerciar Dismessursment or Russia,

The Ukraine as a State is a fiction. It has uo basis either ethnng‘m]phiml. political, linguistic, social or
artistic. It is au invention of the Austrians, who had long before the war maintained an academic
propaganda in favour of Ukrainian separatism.
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(3.) Ismonrrty oy Russiax Temwrronry.

Sazonov admits zomplete Polish independence. The Poles have deserved well of Russin, especially
during the early part of this war, and there is no justification for the ret dand nnder any
foreigm yoke., The rest of Russia should ren united and part of the Russis h should include
the Baltic provinces and Finland for commercial and strategic reasons respectively.

COMMENT.

ent by Sazonov with regard to the suitability of the Girand Duke Nicholas for the post of
the question of unity of command and pave the way for the creation
ing as representing not only his personal views but also those of
who surround the Headquarters of the Volunteer Army. These
sooiety who have sought sanctuary there,
and governmental circles which inspires some

The statew
Commander-in-Chief, in order to solve
of a constitutional monarchy, is intere:
many more or less influential per
Headquarters are the rallying point of many elements of Russi
but there is a distinct flavour of the old Petersburg * monde
distrust in the minds of the local leaders and people.

APPENDIX E (2).

FAREWELL VISIT TO GENERAL DENIKIN.

Poinis made Ly him :—

(1.) Everything is leading towards upity of command. There are signs that all the local commands are
seeking a basis of commion action.  Witness latest development in Siberia where the UFA directorate has
been replaced by Admiral Kolehak, who is of the same way of thinking as the Volunteer Army.

(2.) The needs of the Volunteer Army at the present moment are not so mnch rifles and ammonition of
which for the present needs there is a sufficient store in hand.  What is needed above all is warm clothing
and boots and medical waterials and eomforts.

(8.) The lists of materials and equipments required for the larger operations in the future take no
account of the source of the materinl. The Russiah stocks in Roumania aré known, but as far as the Ukraine
is concerned it is not known what Russian material remains there ; therefore, the Allies need supply the
balance only after deducting what is found to be in the Ukraine,

(4.) There is an enormous amount of intelligence muaterial in the possession of the Headquarters,
Volnnteer Army. only a small sketch of which has been able 1o be included in the present report. The rest
of the material will, however, be put together and handed to the Allied representatives on the first possible
oceasion whan it is ready. This information is particularly valuable, as it cannot be obtained elsewhere.

(5.) The question of the supply of some of the latest technical devices, such as tanks to the Volunteer
Army, was touched upon by theé Commander-in-Uhief, and he emphasized their value to him as imposing
psyehologically upon his enemies rather than as engines of military value,

(6.) The Gommander-in-Chief 1aid great stress upon the ill effect produced by the hauling down of the
Russian flag and the hoisting of the Allied flags upon the Russian ships of war in the Black Sea. The mere
fact of the Russian St. Andrew’s flag flying on these ships gives him a moral support far beyond any naval
value these ships could possibly have. He can also provide suflicient guards of naval officers to prevent
these ships falling into the wrong hands,

APPENDIX E (3).

INTERVIEW WITH MR. BENNETT.

He considers Skoropadski made a mistake in promising land to peasauts, because he has been unable to
achieve anything in this direction,

Gonsiders hin 1o be a man of moderate ability and lacking in strength.

He was chosen by Germans and has been made a tool of by them. In order to keep the country
completely at their mercy Germans refused to allow Lim to form an armed force. .

The Samostiniki advocate the independence of the UK RAINE,

Petliura gaining strer gth and holds outskirts of ODESSA.

Considers he will gain possession of ODESSA and other towns merely because there is ne opposition
whatsoever.

He does not consider movement serious.  Unly o few favatics believe iu this party, the bulk of whom
are either Bolsheviks or monarchists, and who hope to establish their own party by overthrowing the present
Government.

The desire for law and order is very strong among ull classes, and the majority are willing to back any
party which is strong enough to establish the normal conditions of eivilized life.

The use of the UKRAINE language is o farce.

Official documents are written in Russian, translated in Ukmini
a faw professors know, or pretend to know, the Ukrainian language.

Mr, Bennett is a British subject who has lived and traded in MOSCOW during the last 25 or 30 years.
He stayed in Kussin through the revolution.

o and poblished again in Russian.  Only
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